
Proposed Ordinance Relating to Recreational Marijuana Development Regulations

This summary fulfills the state Growth Management Act and King County Ordinance 13147 requirement for a “plain language summary.”

Background

King County Land Use and Zoning Regulations govern the development and use of land and the construction of buildings in unincorporated King County.  These regulations fall into the permitting and zoning category.
Permitting and Zoning.  King County's zoning code establishes standards for uses that are allowed within each of the different zoning categories and under what conditions.  The zoning code also establishes standards for how development should occur, including minimum parking requirements, setbacks from streets and adjacent properties, landscaping, and other aspects of development that have an impact on the surrounding community.  The current zoning code was originally adopted in 1993.  The zoning code is found in Title 21A.  Permitting is generally governed by K.C.C. Chapter 20.20.
Proposed Ordinance

The proposed ordinance modifies King County building codes and development regulations in the following general ways.  The proposed ordinance would include standards for the siting of recreational marijuana businesses licensed by Washington State Liquor Control Board.  A table describing the changes in more detail follows this summary.

Zoning and Permitting. Recreational marijuana businesses would be allowed as follows:
· Production

· Outdoor and greenhouse growing would be allowed in the A (Agricultural) zone as a permitted use up to 10,000 square feet.

· Outdoor and greenhouse growing would be allowed in the RA (Rural Area) zone as a permitted use up to 10,000 square feet and as a conditional use up to 30,000 square feet.

· Indoor growing would be allowed in the CB (Community Business), RB (Regional Business), and UR (Urban Reserve (Redmond Ridge only)) as a permitted use up to 10,000 square feet and as a conditional use up to 30,000 square feet.

· Indoor growing would be allowed in the I (Industrial) zone as a permitted use up to 30,000 square feet.
· Processing

· Light processing as an accessory use to production would be allowed in the A (Agricultural) and RA (Rural Area) zones as a permitted use up to 10,000 square feet.

· Light processing would be allowed in the CB (Community Business) and RB (Regional Business) zones outside of the urban growth area as a permitted use up to 10,000 square feet and as a conditional use up to 30,000 square feet.

· Processing would be allowed in the CB (Community Business), RB (Regional Business), and UR (Urban Reserve (Redmond Ridge only)) zones inside of the urban growth area as a permitted use up to 10,000 square feet and as a conditional use up to 30,000 square feet.

· Processing would be allowed in the I (Industrial) zone as a permitted use up to 30,000 square feet.
· Retail

· Retail sales would be allowed in the CB (Community Business) and RB (Regional Business) zones as a permitted use up to 5,000 square feet.
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