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STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT:  

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0426 would make the necessary legislative and code updates to budget and account for proceeds from the newly approved 2014-2019 Parks, Open Space, and Trails Levy. 

There will be a striking amendment to incorporate technical corrections from the Code Reviser and Legal Counsel.

SUMMARY:

Proceeds from the 2007 Parks Operating Levy and 2007 Open Space and Trails (Expansion) Levy are deposited each year into the Parks and Recreation Fund (K.C.C. 4A.200.480) as required by code. 

For levy-funded County capital projects, such as open space and trail acquisition and development, funds are then moved into the Parks Capital Fund (K.C.C. 4A.200.490).

The proposed ordinance would make the necessary updates to the King County Code and previously adopted ordinances to treat proceeds from the newly approved 2014-2019 Parks, Open Space, and Trails Levy in a similar fashion.

The proposed ordinance can be found at Tab #2013-0426 in your notebooks. A striking amendment has been prepared with technical corrections suggested by the Code Reviser and Legal Counsel.


ANALYSIS:

The ordinances that submitted the 2007 Parks Operating Levy and 2007 Open Space and Trails (Expansion) Levy to the voters (Ordinances 15759 and 15760) stipulated that levy proceeds be deposited in the Parks and Recreation Fund.

King County Code provided further specificity to ensure transparency and accountability in levy spending. After levy proceeds were deposited into the Parks and Recreation Fund, the funds dedicated to County open space and trail acquisition and development, as well as $500,000 per year of Community Partnerships and Grants (CPG) funding were to be transferred to the Parks Capital Fund. (K.C.C. 4A.200.480-490)

The diagram below shows how 2007 levy funds have been organized in the Parks and Recreation Fund and the Parks Capital Fund. As the diagram shows, for additional transparency in accounting, the Parks and Recreation Division created two subfunds within the Parks and Recreation Fund (Fund 1451 for the Parks Operating Levy and Fund 1452 for the Open Space and Trails Levy). Each subfund was used for one levy, and the capital and CPG funds were then transferred as required by code. Pass-through funds for local cities and the Woodland Park Zoo were then disbursed as stipulated by the levy ordinance.
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With the passage of the newly approved 2014-2019 Parks, Open Space, and Trails Levy, the code must be amended to provide for levy proceeds. Ordinance 17568, which authorized the levy, stipulated that levy proceeds be deposited in the Parks and Recreation Fund. As the diagram below shows, the Parks and Recreation Division has proposed to create a new subfund within the Parks and Recreation Fund to hold proceeds from the new levy. Then, as with the 2007 levies, funds for County open space and trail acquisition and development, as well as major maintenance projects (a new feature in the 2013 levy) will be transferred to the Parks Capital Fund. This approach is consistent with the levy ordinance, with the approach mandated in code, and with County accounting practices.
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AMENDMENTS:
During their review, the Code Reviser and Legal Counsel suggested several technical corrections to the ordinance, which have been incorporated into striking amendment S1. 



REASONABLENESS:

The proposed ordinance would continue existing County practices for accounting for parks levy proceeds. It would make the necessary legislative and code updates to reflect the newly approved 2014-2019 Parks, Open Space, and Trails Levy. 

INVITED:
Dwight Dively, Director, Performance, Strategy and Budget
Kathryn Terry, Assistant Division Director, Parks & Recreation Division, Department of Natural Resources & Parks

ATTACHMENTS:

1. 2013-0426 Fiscal Note
2. Proposed Ordinance 2013-0426
3. Striking Amendment S1 (Note that this striking amendment will be distributed after initial packet production)
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Proposed Status through 2013-0426
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