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COMMITTEE ACTION
[bookmark: _GoBack]At its September 10, 2013 meeting, the Government Accountability and Oversight Committee approved Substitute Ordinance 2013-0335 with three ayes, no nos and one excused.  The amendment specified the review of transmitted legislation is for legislation coming from the executive.

	SUBJECT



An ordinance that would prompt comprehensive review of transmitted legislation for completeness before introduction.

	BACKGROUND



In 2012, the County Council passed 512 pieces of legislation. In 2011, the number was 565.  

Each piece of legislation put before the Council can represent a significant and complex set of decisions that can have substantial impacts on the region.  Because there are so many issues facing the Council it is important that legislative proposals be thoroughly vetted for completeness and technical accuracy and that they mechanically align with their stated purpose before being introduced for the Council’s consideration. Without such review, the Council may end up having to expend considerable public time and resources in order to allow the Council to consider the legislation’s intended purpose.  This corrective process is inefficient and causes delay in the delivery of services.  Significant consequences can impact individual citizens, such as the delay of a much anticipated property sale to a county resident, as well as employees of King County, such as in the event that the enactment of labor agreements or policies are delayed or deferred.

Over the years, several efforts have been made to address this issue both on the Executive and the Council side of King County Government.  The Executive has run process improvement processes in order to evaluate and improve the delivery of legislative proposals.  The Council reviews and analyzes legislative proposals to ensure that they mechanically align with their stated purpose.  Staff members on both the Council and the Executive side have developed minimum standards of criteria that can be used to evaluate proposals for their adherence to general expected standards.  To date, however, these standards have not been applied or required in any consistent manner.

The legislation before the Committee today seeks to do just that.

Drawing upon previous efforts - which include the work of Executive and Council staff – a standard list has been drafted and included as “Attachment A” to proposed ordinance 2012-0335.  The ordinance would require that “all legislative proposals submitted to the King County Council [sic] be accompanied by a completed Legislative Review Form”.  

The form itself is self-explanatory and requires a final review on the Executive and Council side before introduction.  Neither the form, nor the proposed ordinance (2012-0335), would preclude introduction of legislation, rather, it would ensure that Councilmembers are informed of the adequacy of legislation prior to introduction.  The form assigns responsibility and stewardship to legislation by requiring a single point of contact for all agencies involved in drafting/coordinating/reviewing legislation.  The form also provides a review of the substantive elements of legislation including things like cost impacts and advertising requirements.

	ANALYSIS



Enactment of a legislative review checklist will not ensure, with 100% accuracy, that the Council will receive legislation that does not require changes.

It may help improve the accuracy of transmitted legislation.  It may help provide a new level of accountability for any potential issues that arise during the Council’s consideration of legislation.  It may help inform Councilmembers as to the completeness of legislation that they may be considering for introduction.





