                                
Attachment A      13787
	[image: image1.png]King County




	KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

2013 (FY 2014) FEDERAL AGENDA



King County’s top federal priorities represent a commitment to meeting the most critical needs of its residents despite ongoing challenges. These priorities protect essential functions and infrastructure, continue our many areas of innovation, and make King County a thriving hub of economic development and job creation. King County’s Strategic Plan is the foundation for these federal goals and objectives.

Justice and Safety: Support safe communities and accessible justice systems for all.
Youth: King County seeks resources to protect and support our children through opportunities like Juvenile Connections & Mentoring and the LEAP Program, child support enforcement, and Juvenile Accountability Incentive Block Grants, which provide evidence-based services and community policing to improve the accountability of youthful offenders through collaborative partnerships with other agencies.
Domestic Violence: King County supports the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) and its programs, which provide important services for survivors of violence and abuse, give law enforcement, prosecutors and judges the tools they need to hold offenders accountable, and offer investments in the prevention of abuse and the promotion of safe and healthy communities. 
Health and Human Potential: Provide equitable opportunities for all individuals to realize their full potential. 

Health:  King County supports continued implementation of the Affordable Care Act, as well as preservation of the Public Health & Prevention Fund and the Health Centers Program, which ensures access to care for the safety net population. We seek to protect funding for the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention that affords activities related to chronic diseases like tuberculosis, sexually transmitted diseases, and HIV/AIDS. King County supports a Farm Bill that protects against hunger by ensuring adequate resources for federal nutrition assistance programs, including the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) nutrition program, whose recipients use benefits to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables at farmers’ markets.

Preparedness: As a nationally recognized leader in public health preparedness, King County supports continued robust funding of preparedness programs so that communities may prepare for and respond to emergencies and perform critical tasks such as distributing medical countermeasures, disease surveillance, addressing the needs of at-risk individuals, conducting drills, and organizing collaboration among local health departments, health care facilities, schools, businesses, and other emergency response partners.

Housing: King County supports services critical to maintaining housing stability and preventing homelessness, including Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (VASH) and the HOME Investment Partnerships Program.
Economic Growth and Built Environment: Encourage a growing and diverse King County economy and vibrant, thriving and sustainable communities.

Transportation: Robust, multimodal mobility through both directly distributed and competitive federal funds is critical to the economic growth and community livability of the County. The County continues its commitment to and support for funding to preserve aging roadway infrastructure, maintaining existing transit mobility while growing bus rapid transit systems, and developing essential non-motorized transportation connections, such as a pedestrian overcrossing connecting the transit-oriented development at the Northgate Transit Center –and Sound Transit’s Link Light Rail– to North Seattle Community College.

Airport & Aerospace: King County International Airport—also known as Boeing Field—is one of the busiest primary non-hub airports in the nation, and is also home to the Boeing Company’s 737 aircraft flight-test program and other Boeing operations. The airport is due for a number of key facility improvements, including replacement of the air traffic control tower damaged in the Nisqually Earthquake, a new Air Rescue & Fire Fighting (ARFF) station, and resources for additional adjacent airport property expansion. For all these reasons and more, King County strongly supports maintaining the FAA’s Airport Improvement Program. As the Federal Aviation Administration moves forward with the Greener Skies Initiative, we request that the FAA pursue a smart, robust public education process. 
Chittenden Locks: The Hiram M. Chittenden Locks maintain the water level of the fresh water Lake Washington and Lake Union at 20 to 22 feet above sea level. The locks are in critical need of replacement of the 100-year-old gate valves as well as a study of a permanent solution to prevent adult salmon from becoming caught in the diffuser well of the fish ladder. The locks are vital to commerce in the region, as they are used heavily by recreational and commercial vessels and are a major tourist attraction.

Environmental Sustainability: Safeguard and enhance King County’s natural resources and environment.

Clean Water & Puget Sound: We support responsible and innovative stewardship of our watersheds and other natural resources throughout the County. We support resources for salmon recovery efforts like the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Program and the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) loan program. We also support protection of and new resources for Puget Sound, features of the Puget Sound Recovery Act. 

A Balanced Approach to Environmental Infrastructure: King County continues to seek a holistic approach to floodplain mapping and to levee vegetation and maintenance. We support consideration of a holistic, watershed approach to water quality management and regulation as envisioned in the Environmental Protection Agency’s Integrated Planning framework. In collaboration with our partners, we support an approach to the Lower Duwamish Cleanup that reduces human health risks as quickly as possible while minimizing construction impacts on local neighborhoods, human health, and economic development. 
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