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October 16, 2012

The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:
This letter transmits an ordinance to create a “Green Community Initiative” that will enable King County residents and businesses to obtain loans through the Washington State Housing Finance Commission (Finance Commission) for energy conservation and other environmentally-beneficial projects in our region.
Through the Green Community Initiative created by this legislation, King County will assist the Finance Commission in soliciting and evaluating projects in King County that will qualify for the Finance Commission’s loan programs, including Federal Qualified Energy Conservation Bonds (QECBs). The roles and responsibilities of the County and the Finance Commission are set forth in the attached Interagency Cooperation Agreement (Agreement). The legislation also authorizes the Exeutive to enter into the Agreement to implement the initiative.
The Green Community Initiative will enable County residents and businesses to access low-cost financing for sustainable projects that conserve energy, water, and promote environmental sustainability. Examples include energy and water efficiency projects that reduce use by 10 percent or more within a facility, community scale renewable energy projects, and greenhouse gas emission reduction efforts.
By promoting these and other projects to enhance environmental sustainability and protection, the legislation furthers the economic growth and built environment goals of the King County Strategic Plan as well as the environmental sustainability goals of the Plan.
This legislation will further the County’s leadership on environmental protection while helping to improve the quality of life and economic vitality of this region.  

I urge the Council to support this important legislation. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact David Broustis, Energy Manager in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-4388
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Michael Woywod, Chief of Staff



  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief Advisor, Policy and Strategic Initiatives, King County

    Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

David Broustis, Energy Manager, DNRP

