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July 17, 2012

The Honorable Larry Gossett

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

This letter transmits an ordinance approving a new 10 year sublease establishing a Public Health Center at the Greenbridge mixed-income housing development, located at 9950 8th Avenue SW in the White Center area in Council District 8.  This proposed sublease is with the King County Housing Authority (KCHA) which is the sublandlord, pursuant to a partnership created for tax purposes, and the fee owner of the land.  This sublease will enable Public Health – Seattle & King County to better serve the residents of King County while continuing to provide in excess of 33,000 clinical, nursing, and client support visits to some of our County’s most vulnerable residents.  This proposal creates a partnership model that will produce sustainable efficiencies and savings.

This legislative transmittal follows extensive planning and negotiations between the Executive Branch and the KCHA.  The proposal is the same as previously described to Councilmembers in a letter from Kathy Brown, Facilities Management Division (FMD) Director dated October 25, 2011 (copy enclosed).  Ms. Brown’s letter advised King County Councilmembers that FMD, working on behalf of Public Health, was negotiating a ten-year sublease with the KCHA for a proposed Public Health Center at the Greenbridge housing development.  As noted in the letter, the proposed facility would require approximately $1.0 to $1.3 million in tenant improvements.    
The proposed sublease provides 6,022 square feet of space to house 35 Public Health staff moving from the existing owned White Center location (17,461 square feet) to the new Greenbridge Center.  This new facility will provide a full range of services including Women, Infant and Children’s Health and Nutritional Support (WIC), Family Planning, and Maternity Support Services, as well as client support services including interpretation, access services and Medicaid application assistance.  The Greenbridge move embodies the King County Strategic Plan’s equity and social justice principles by enhancing patients’ access to healthcare.
This new sublease has been executed subject to Council approval of the 10 year term. Construction of tenant improvements is underway at a final budgeted cost of $1.3 million and occupancy is tentatively scheduled for late October 2012.
Public Health will save $1.5 million in occupancy costs comparing the net present value of the new lease to the existing White Center costs measured over 20 years (assuming an initial 10 year lease plus extension options).  Following Public Health’s move from the White Center building, the White Center building will revert to the Parks and Recreation Division (Parks) as the original land purchaser in 1956.  In the interim, both Parks and FMD are exploring alternative uses for the vacated White Center Public Health building to reduce the County’s costs.  Under consideration are: 1) use by other King County agencies; 2) leasing to non-profit entities; or 3) selling the building.  The White Center Food Bank will continue its operations uninterrupted at this site.
The new Public Health Center at Greenbridge is a unique and important opportunity for Public Health and King County to achieve the following benefits: enhanced client service resulting from improved adjacencies to other health and social services (including Family Services, the YMCA, Neighborhouse, the Boys and Girls Club and the new King County Library at Greenbridge); equity and social justice benefits resulting from enhanced access and convenience for public health clients; enhanced proximity to public transportation; cost-savings and efficiencies offered by developing LEAN space planning principles for provision of public health services; and Public Health budget savings that result from a reduction in our space footprint and facility costs. 

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This legislation will allow Public Health to provide better service to its clients and to the community at a lower cost. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Kathy Brown, Director, Facilities Management Division, at 206-296-0630, or Dr. David Fleming, Director, Public Health – Seattle & King County, at 206-263-8695.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive
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