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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2012-0175 would approve the City of Redmond (“Redmond”) Comprehensive Water System Plan (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and making service boundary annexations. The City of Redmond provides water service within Redmond city limits, as well as to the unincorporated Novelty Hill area northeast of the City. 
BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,

· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 

· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage,
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code Chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations. See RCW 43.20.260.
UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF REDMOND 2011 COMPREHENSIVE WATER SYSTEM PLAN
The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan on January 18, 2012. The UTRC found it to meet the requirements of King County Code chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval. Highlights of the Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below: 

Service Area. The City of Redmond is located approximately 10 miles east/northeast of Seattle at the north end of Lake Sammamish. It is bordered by the City of Bellevue to the southwest; the City of Kirkland to the west; unincorporated King County to the north, east, and southeast; and Marymoor Park (King County) and Lake Sammamish to the south. Redmond provides water service within its city limits, as well as in the unincorporated Novelty Hill area northeast of the City, to approximately 16,000 service connections (approximately 60,000 residents, with a daytime population that expands to 100,000). The entire Redmond service area is located within the East King County Coordinated Water System Plan. 
Redmond’s water distribution system includes four service areas: (1) an area served by City wells (Well Service Area); (2) an area acquired from the Rose Hill Water District in 1994; (3) the Overlake/Viewpoint Service Area, which is served jointly by Bellevue and Redmond facilities; and (4) a distribution system that serves the Redmond Ridge and Trilogy Urban Planned Developments (Novelty Hill Service Area).
Facilities. Redmond has five wells, nine storage tanks (one shared with the City of Bellevue and two with City of Kirkland), and a connection to the regional system via the Tolt River source and Redmond’s participation along with seven other cities and water districts in the Cascade Water Alliance. Redmond meets approximately 30% of water demand with its wells, and obtains the rest of the water from the regional system. The City has multiple operational and emergency interties with surrounding water purveyors.

Growth. Redmond does not currently provide service to its entire retail service area, but plans to in the future. The UTRC notes that Redmond’s service area may be decreased with the possible transfer to the Sammamish Plateau Water & Sewer District of an area originally located in the Redmond Ridge master planned development. This area is located directly north of the City, is now separate from the urban portion of the Redmond Ridge master planned development, and is designated rural.

Redmond has significant growth potential within portions of its service area. The Plan projects that water demand could roughly double from 7.0 million gallons per day (mgd) in 2008 to 14.3 mgd at full buildout of the City and its service area, with up to 30.0 mgd on a peak day at full buildout. 
System Improvements. Redmond’s Plan includes a six-year capital improvement plan (CIP) with an estimated cost of approximately $14 million. All projects identified in the six-year CIP will be City-funded, and Redmond has identified funding sources for the each proposed project through rates, capital facility charges, loans, reserves, and developer extension projects.
SEPA. The City completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and, as lead agency, issued a determination of non-significance on June 29, 2011. There were no appeals.
ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2012-0175 with attachments 
(The City of Redmond 2011 Comprehensive Water System Plan, is available upon request.)
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