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SUBJECT

This staff report provides general information relating to the King County Comprehensive Plan review process.  This briefing is intended to set out the process for the Committee’s review of the Comprehensive Plan.

Background:  

Comprehensive plans adopted by local governments provide the blueprint to effectively combine certainty for development decisions, reasonable environmental protection, long-range planning for cost-effective infrastructure, and orderly growth and development.  The King County Comprehensive Plan (“KCCP”) is updated annually for minor changes and technical corrections, with major updates occurring every four years. The first major update occurred in 2000, the second in 2004 and the third in 2008.  This year the Council is embarking on its fourth major update of the KCCP.

Provided at Attachment 1 is a power point presentation that provides an overview of the interrelation of the County and its KCCP with other governmental agencies and their planning directives.    

Public Review Process:

The current four-year plan update is the culmination of a year-long process.  On March 1, 2011 the Executive transmitted a scoping motion to Council, including a proposed work scope for updating the KCCP.  The Council considered this motion and amended it by adding issues to consider in relation various chapters and two additional area zoning studies to be included in the work scope.  The Council adopted the scoping Motion 13475 on May 9, 2011.  
The Executive released his draft proposed updates to the KCCP on about October 7, 2011.  In November 2011, Executive staff held two public meetings, in Renton and Ravensdale, to discuss the draft and take public comment.  In December. 2011, the Executive also received comments from the Four Creeks and Greater Maple Valley UACs.
 

Amending the KCCP:

The provisions governing KCCP amendments are contained in KCC chapter 20.18.  The Code allows for annual, as well as the “four-year cycle” updates to the Comprehensive Plan.  This year the Council will be engaged in a “four-year cycle” update process.  
One-year cycle updates are limited to amendments that propose:

1. Corrections to a technical error within the Plan; or
2. Changes that do not require a substantive policy change or alter the Urban Growth Area boundary.
Four-Year cycle updates, which the Council will consider this year, are intended to permit consideration of a broader range of amendments, including substantive changes to policies, changes to the urban growth boundary (“UGB”), and changes to site specific properties’ land uses and/or zoning that would also require substantive changes to policies.   
Docket requests:

Citizens may submit proposed changes to the KCCP and the implementing development regulations.  Requests are submitted via the County’s docket system, established in 1998.  The docket is open continuously.  However, on June 30th of each year, the docket items submitted in the previous twelve months are compiled into the annual docket report transmitted to the Council by December 1st.  In the report, Executive staff provides a written response to the docketed items and outlines recommendations for action.  The docket process for any type of amendment is initiated by submitting the docket form outlining the specific actions being requested.

In the case of requested changes to the land use designation for specific properties (referred to in the code as “site specific land use map amendments”) that entail a change to the Urban Growth Boundary, these docket requests may only be considered as part of a four-year cycle review, such as this year’s. 

A more in-depth analysis regarding docket requests and the proposed land use map amendments will be provided later.  However, be advised that in accordance with the notice requirements required in KCC 20.18, those who made docket requests in 2009 through 2011 and those within 500 feet of properties identified in the Executive's transmitted area zoning studies have been notified of the meeting dates when TREE will be discussing and considering updates to the KCCP.  
Scheduling:

The briefing schedule for the KCCP in Committee is included as Attachment 2, outlining the meetings at which specific KCCP chapters, land use or zoning map amendments and the implementing development regulations will be discussed.  There is a warning in the proposed schedule that it is subject to change.  Unanticipated issues can arise during this review process that may require shifting of the schedule.  If this were to occur, members will be advised of any change in the proposed scheduling as soon as possible.  

As required by Code, the Committee’s KCCP review schedule shall be included as part of the Committee’s agendas and will be posted on the Council's KCCP webpage.  

Committee Members’ Binders:  

Although the Executive transmitted the proposed ordinance adopting the 2012 KCCP, the bound version of the KCCP has not yet been printed.  We are expecting copies by the end of the week.  Upon receipt, Council staff shall distribute copies to all councilmembers.  
Councilmembers will be also provided binders containing Proposed Ordinance 2012-0103, the KCCP appendices and the transmittal letter.  Staff reports will be added as they are given.  Also to be added to the binders will be matrices, developed by the Executive, detailing the proposed changes in each chapter.  These chapter matrices are required by KCCP policies RP 307.  Upon their initial review of the matrices for the Introduction and Chapter1, Council staff discovered that there are discrepancies between the matrices for those to sections and the transmitted Executive proposed updates to the KCCP.  Council staff have requested the Executive staff to review the matrices for each chapter for accuracy and to transmit corrected matrices.        

Due to the volume of materials, future staff reports will not have the materials in the notebooks attached.  Therefore, Committee staff requests that Councilmembers have their notebooks made available to the Committee assistant for updating and inclusion of new materials as it is received during the Committee and Council review process.  Committee staff will also be responsible for ensuring that notebooks are brought to council chambers when the KCCP update is on the agenda.  In addition, a file copy will be maintained in the Council chambers for reference use by other Council staff and the general public.  

ATTACHMENTS:


1.
Power point presentation

2.
Proposed Committee Briefing Schedule (posted to the web) 

3.
Special Meeting Notice (posted to the web) 
� "UAC" is the acronym for unincorporated area councils. Council also received copies of these comments on the draft KCCP updates. 
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