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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2012-0066 would approve the King County Water District 54 (“the District”) Comprehensive Water System Plan (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  King County Water District 54 provides water service to the cities of Des Moines and Normandy Park in south King County. 
BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,

· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 

· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage,
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code Chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.
UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE KING COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 54 COMPREHENSIVE WATER SYSTEM PLAN
The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan on September 21, 2011.  The UTRC found it to meet the requirements of King County Code chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below: 

Service Area  The District’s service area extends from South 212th Street on the north to the Kent Des Moines Road on the south, and from Puget Sound on the west to 14th Avenue on the east. The service area covers approximately 0.7 square miles. It encompasses parts of the City of Des Moines and parts of the City of Normandy Park. Approximately 90 percent of the service area is in the City of Des Moines and the remainder is in the southwest portion of the City of Normandy Park. 
Facilities  The District operates four wells, with pumping capacity ranging from 100 gallons per minute (“gpm”) to 480 gpm.  The District also operates an elevated reservoir with a capacity of 660,000 gallons, a ground level reservoir with a capacity of 250,000 gallons, and a booster station.  The District’s distribution system has approximately 11 miles of water mains ranging in size from 4 inches to 12 inches in diameter.
Growth  The District’s retail service area is entirely surrounded by the service area of the Highline Water District; therefore, District has no plans to expand its service area.  In 2009, the District water facilities had an average production of 372,904 gallons per day.  In 2020, the average demand is projected at 432,072 gallons per day.  Population is expected to grow from 4830 in 2010 to 5762 in 2020.
System Improvements The Plan includes a capital improvement program of approximately $4.4 million.  Projects include the replacement of nine water mains to improve flow availability and update aging pipes, and modifications to one well to discharge to the lower reservoir rather than the elevated reservoir.  Additionally, a booster pump station and check valves will be installed to increase domestic water pressure in the North Hill area.  The Plan identifies several sources for the support of the capital improvement program, including facility charges, transfer from operations funds, and loans.  Additional funding alternatives identified include grants, bonds and a utility improvement district.
SEPA  The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act checklist and delegated lead agency status to the City of Des Moines, which issued a Determination of Nonsignificance for the plan on May 10, 2011.
ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2012-0066, with the attached King County Water District 54  Water System Plan (available upon request)
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