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King County




Government Accountability and Oversight Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	4
	Name:
	Clifton Curry

	Proposed No.:
	2011-0309
	Date:
	July 19, 2011

	Invited:
	· Hillman Mitchell, Director, King County Office of Emergency Management
· Gail Harris,  Emergency Management Coordinator, City of Shoreline, Chair, Emergency Management Advisory Committee


SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE relating to the King County emergency management advisory committee; providing for modification of representation to the committee, including the removal the Washington State Hospital Association; and amending Ordinance 13623, Section 1, as amended, and K.C.C. 2.36.055.
SUMMARY

This proposed ordinance removes one member organization from the current King County Office of Emergency Management advisory committee, allows all member organizations to have alternates designated by the King County Executive as well as permanent members, and proposes other minor changes to the current definitions of membership for this advisory committee.  
BACKGROUND

The Office of Emergency Management of the Department of Executive Services is composed of two distinct programs: Emergency Management and the Enhanced-911 Program Office (E-911). These two programs assure the public reliable access to emergency services. The Emergency Management Program specializes in disaster mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery. In addition to natural and other disasters, many homeland security issues and any other regional emergencies are also coordinated through this office. The 2011 budget for the Office of Emergency Management is $1.36 million.  

The mission of OEM is to “provide leadership and high quality services that improve the safety of the public of King County.”  This mission includes the dual functions of providing direct support to King County departments and unincorporated King County, as the county’s lead agency for emergency planning, coordination, and response.  In addition, the office is responsible for working with regional partners to develop and implement countywide strategies for coordinated emergency planning, response and recovery.  
The office works with its regional partners in the preparation of county plans, works to establish regional partnerships, and provide support and training for other jurisdictions.  The office uses federal, state, and local organizations to coordinate its work with other jurisdictions and is also supported by the county’s King County Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC).  
The Emergency Management Advisory Committee was established by ordinance in 1999 to advise the Executive, Council and office on emergency management, and to facilitate the coordination of regional emergency planning in King County.  The 26 current members represent a cross-section of public and private sector partners with critical emergency management interests in our region including cities, tribes, utilities, health and emergency services, public safety and more.  The EMAC is responsible for advising, assisting, reviewing and commenting on emergency management planning and policies and regional homeland security issues. The committee is also responsible for approving allocation of federal grant funds provided for homeland security. 
ANALYSIS

This proposed ordinance will allow the appointment of alternate members to the King County Emergency Management Advisory Committee who will serve when primary appointees to the committee are unavailable. Currently, the executive appoints the “permanent” member of the committee.  However, when that individual cannot attend, there is no provision for having a designee or alternative representative the organization.  The changes to county code would allow the executive to appoint both a regular and alternative member to the committee.  It also allows the larger associations to select the alternative that the executive would appoint. According to the executive, this proposed legislation was developed in collaboration with emergency managers from partner jurisdictions and the EMAC.  The modifications allowing the appointment of alternate members have been requested by several of the committee’s current member organizations, including the Suburban Cities Association, the Snoqualmie Tribe and the Muckleshoot Tribe, in order to make certain that the committee’s role in regional emergency planning efforts can continue when primary appointees are unavailable.  The ordinance also removes the Washington State Hospital Association from committee membership, by their request.  The executive reports that there is no direct financial impact to King County from this proposed legislation.

ATTACHMENTS
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