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CHAPTER 10

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

foerall:)) King County aims to be a welcoming

community where every person can thrive.

Residents cannot thrive without equitable access
to high quality jobs and wealth building

The policies in this chapter are designed to
continue King County's long-term commitment

to a ((presperous;)) diverse, equitable,

prosperous, resilient, and sustainable economy;

contribute to a strong and stable tax base; and

create a desirable quality oflife for all residents.

They do so by promoting public programs and

actions that ((suppert-a-suecessful-economy,-one
in-whiech-the)) that are both managed internally
and leverage private, nonprofit, and public
sector((s)) partnerships ((ean-thrive-and-create
contributes-to-a-strongand-stable tax base and-a
high-quality oflife forall residents)). The
policies also recognize businesses and the
workforce as customers of an economic

development system; and they support actions
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((2016)) 2024 King County Com
Attachment A to Ordinance ((18 ;

opportunities, which are supported by a robust

and inclusive economy. To be successful in

creating that access and opportunity, businesses

and organizations need a competitive business

climate with consistent and predictable
regulations, an educated and skilled workforce,

adequate public infrastructure, research and

development tools, affordable workforce housing,

reliable transportation, low-cost childcare, and a

safe and healthy environment. These are among

the principles that guide the economic

development element of the Comprehensive Plan.
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and programs that promote the strength and

health of both groups.
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((k)) Overview
((A<)) The State of the Economy

I I I I

King County's labor market and economy ((is)) are the largest((,)) and most diverse((, and most significant))

economy in Washington State. Industries with the highest employment concentration in King County include

agriculture; manufacturing; construction; retail; trade, transportation, and utilities; professional and business
services; information education, and health services; and leisure and hospitality. (2014 King County’s
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-)) Within the unincorporated
jurisdiction are ((¢we)) three broad ((geegr&ph&etypes)) geographies, designated by King County under the

Growth Management Act and the Comprehensive Plan:

e  Urban unincorporated ((King-County,-withinthe Urban Growth-Area)) areas;
e  The Rural Area((s)); and

e Natural Resource Lands ((eutside-the Urban-Growth-Area)).

Covering only 45 square miles, urban unincorporated King County contains a number of residential
communities and a small number of business centers with about half of the unincorporated population((+27,000
people)). Major communities within this urban jurisdiction include North Highline, Skyway-West Hill,
Fairwood, East Renton, and Lakeland South/East Federal Way. ((Theurban-unincorporated-communities
togetherhad-about17,600j0bsin2014-)) The largest job sector is services, ((with-about-6,00050bs-throughout
urban-unincorporated King County:)) followed by ((E))education and government ((is-the-second-largestsector
with-5:000jebs-"))

Other large sectors within the urban unincorporated geography include construction and resources, wholesale-

transportation, retail, and manufacturing. In addition to its jobs ((—kes)) (people working in urban

unincorporated job centers ((-))), much of the urban unincorporated area is residential, and includes a skilled

The Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands portions of the county’s economic base plays a significant role in
helping the county maintain a diversity of economic sectors, thus contributing to the county’s overall economic
health. Evaluation and discussion of the rural economy includes the Rural Area, Natural Resource Lands, and
the Cities in the Rural Area, which include Black Diamond, Carnation, Duvall, Enumclaw, North Bend,

Snoqualmie, and Skykomish.

((This2014-data-does-not reflect that Klahanie was-annexe d to Sammamish i : )
This2014-data-does-notreflect-that Was ed-to-S shn20H6—Updated-figuresare noteurrentlyavailable:
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B:)) General Economic Development Policies

King County provides infrastructure, business, and workforce development services as part of its regional

responsibilities. King County also partners with ((busiresses;)) business; economic development, workforce

development, community-based, industry trade, and labor organizations((;)); boards and commissions; and other

jurisdictions ((inefforts)) to support and grow the regional economy ((to-ensure-the-elementsfor-a prosperous
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King County ((has-a-long-term-commitment-to)) should support sustainable,

inclusive, and equitable economic development throughout the county.

King County ((is-committed-to-promeoting)) should promote diversity, equity, and

equality of opportunity in all economic development policies and programs, and

to ((integrating)) prioritize these ((as)) factors in((te)) decision and policy-making
efforts.

King County shall engage with the public to inform County economic

ED-102

ED-103

ED-103a

development plans, policies, and programs. This includes fostering

opportunities for the public, especially communities with limited access to
economic opportunity and those with the highest needs, to be involved in

associated decision-making.

The focus for significant economic growth ((will)) shall remain within the Urban

Growth Area, concentrated in cities and in a network of regionally designated

growth centers. ((while-within)) In the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands,
((the-focus-will)) economic development shall be focused on sustaining and
enhancing prosperous and successful rural and resource-based businesses, as
well as encouraging new businesses that support and are compatible with the

rural economic clusters.

King County policies, programs, and strategies shall recognize the importance
of((;)) and ((place-special-emphasis)) focus on((;)) growing new businesses, such
as start-up companies and small local businesses, ((as-wel-asretaining)) and
expanding ((hemegrown-firms-in-basic)) existing businesses in industries that
residents)) create jobs that pay family wages and share the County's values of
racial equity, environmental sustainability, and workers' rights.

King County policies, programs, and strategies shall recognize the role and

ED-104

importance of small and locally owned businesses in community stability and

creating opportunity for Black, Indigenous, and other People of Color;

immigrants; refugees; the LGBTQIA+ community; women; and other historically

underrepresented groups.

King County policies, programs, and strategies shall recognize the importance of
a diversified economic base to provide a continuum of skill training opportunities

to meet the skill level needs of industry and shall support middle-wage jobs.

King County should direct resources in ways that reduce inequities and build
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economic resiliency for those communities most neqgatively impacted by asset

poverty.

King County ((recognizes)) shall protect the natural environment as a key
economic ((value that-must-be protected)) asset and should support businesses

that can be developed in environmentally sustainable and climate-resilient ways.

King County shall protect and prevent displacement of cultural resources, and
promote expanded cultural opportunities for its residents and visitors ((in-order))

to enhance the region's quality of life and economic vitality.

King County's role in economic development is implemented at several levels. At all levels, King County seeks

to coordinate, partner, and engage with private and public organizations to pursue ((mutaallybeneficial

outeomes)) shared goals.

ED-107

ED-108

ED-109

((At-the-multicounty level;)) King County should partner with other counties,
regional entities and the state((--as-appropriate;)) to devise and implement

economic development policies, programs, and strategies to ((provide-for))
achieve sustainable, inclusive, and equitable growth throughout the Puget Sound

region.

At the countywide level, King County should partner with other jurisdictions,
economic development organizations, chambers of commerce, the Port of
Seattle, and others((--as-appropriate)), to develop and implement policies,
programs, and strategies that set the general framework for economic

development within the county.

Within the unincorporated areas, King County should partner and engage with
local businesses, the Agriculture and Rural Forest Commissions, community
service areas, adjacent cities, other organizations, and residents((-as
appropriate)), to develop and implement policies, programs, and strategies that

promote compatible, inclusive, and equitable local economic development.

eppertum&es—ehfeagheat—theeeumﬂy—)) To support business development King County's policies, plans, and
programs should support a ((pesrt—we&nd—heak—hy)) business-friendly climate that ((enables—a—l-l—l-eea—l—ﬁﬂm—te—ssay

the domestic and global completive environment.
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Homegrown businesses are those that started in the region. ((Leealandnationalresearch-overthelast25-years
has-concluded-thath))Homegrown, small to medium-size businesses create the majority of new jobs in a local

economy. Industries and firms that export their products and services outside King County bring income into
the county ((and-are-considered-basic - in-economicterms—Jobsin-basicindustry)) and generally pay better than

((nen-basie)) jobs that are dependent on the local economy. ((and)) These exporting sectors can help support the

((ﬂeﬂ—b&ﬁeer—seeeﬂé&lﬂy)) local part of the county’s economy. ((A&e&@%%—ef—@kt&yebs&a—lémg—@e&m&afe

software development.

e  Manufacturing, ((with14% ef-all- basic-employment;)) led by aerospace((;-with-9%-oftotal basicjobs)).

o Business ((S))services, such as banking, insurance, accounting, legal, architectural, engineering, research and

development, and computer services((;-with-13-8%-of exportjobs)).

King County has also identified the creative sector as a critical segment of the regional economy that requires

additional support and renewed focus. King County’s local creative economy includes the film, music, arts and

culture, festival, and events industries, videogaming, fashion and more. These industries are predominantly

driven by small businesses, entrepreneurs, and gig workers. Supporting creative sector development that is

compatible with surrounding land uses contributes to the region's regional reputation, drives tourism, and creates

desirable environment for business development.

King County’s targeted industry support also includes those identified in the Puget Sound Regional Council's

Regional Economic Strategy, the Local Food Initiative, and 30-Year Forest Plan.

Working Collaboratively in the Region

King County partners with several organizations to grow and sustain regional economic vitality and global
competitiveness, such as the Puget Sound Regional Council’s Central Puget Sound Economic Development

District Board (serving King, K1tsap, Pierce, and Snohomish Counties) ((&éepted—a—Reg}eﬂa-l—EeeﬂemieStfa{egy

Greater Seattle Partners; King County Associate Development Organization; Workforce Development Council;
and other subregional economic development organizations and local jurisdictions.
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King County shall partner with federal, state, and local governments, economic
development organizations, schools, educational and research institutions
((and)), the private sector, and other organizations to foster ((an)) innovative and
((entrepreneurial-environmen and-support broara and 3

)) sustainable business development and job creation((—Programs-that

King County shall ((emphasize-continued)) prioritize support for the aerospace,

green energy, creative economy, and information technology industrial clusters;
agriculture and forestry clusters; ((as-well-as-industrial-clusters-offering)) and
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emergqing sectors that offer the best opportunities for business development, job

creation, and economic growth ((meludmg—these—}denhﬁed—m—the—lluget—Seund

King-County Rural Economic-Strategies-Plan)).

King County shall support and participate in programs and strategies that help
create, retain, expand, and attract businesses that export their products and
services. Exports bring income into the county that increases the standard of

living of residents.

King County shall encourage redevelopment of and reinvestment in industrial
and manufacturing properties by collaborating with other jurisdictions, and the
private sector to remove, revise, or streamline regulatory or other redevelopment
barriers without compromising environmental standards or quality. This

includes assessment and/or remediation of contaminated properties.

King County shall promote and help position small and mid-size businesses to
gain greater participation in the supply chains of large companies and the

military located in the region.

King County shall provide opportunities for small businesses to compete for and
obtain contracts on ((e))County-funded construction, consulting, and goods and
services projects. King County shall also collaborate with other jurisdictions to
promote public-contracting opportunities for small businesses and to develop
and maintain common standards, a common application, and a common
directory for small contractors and suppliers seeking contracts on

publicly-funded projects.

King County shall assist businesses, property owners, and other jurisdictions in
preserving and enhancing historic properties, including historic business
districts, through incentives and economic development measures. County
programs and incentives for land and resource preservation and economic
development shall support and be coordinated with preservation of historic

properties.

King County shall foster the development and use of public/private partnerships
to implement economic development projects and programs. At a minimum,
these projects ((must)) shall demonstrate that they:

a. Cannot be accomplished solely by either sector;

Economic Development — Page 10-10
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312 b. Have an experienced and proven private partner(s);

313 c. Do not unduly enrich the private partner(s);

314 d. Provide tangible and measurable public benefits in terms of tax and

315 other revenue, construction and permanent jobs, livable wages with
316 benefits and a wage-progression strategy, and public amenities; and
317 .. (il he King.C Jobs Initiative, | o ith-sirmil
318 programs;-as-their first source-of referral for training-and-employing
319 low-income, low-skill-residents-in-entry-level and-semi-skilled-jobs))
320 Share decision-making power with and spread benefits to community
321 groups.

322

323 ED-210 King County should support programs and strategies to expand international
324 trade, including those that:

325 a. Promote, market, and position the county for increased export((,)) and
326 import, and foreign investment opportunities;

327 b. Promote the health and viability of the region's export and import

328 gateways through active collaboration with the Northwest Seaport

329 Alliance and the Port of Seattle;

330 C. Provide technical assistance, training, and opportunities for local firms
331 wishing to export; ((and))

332 d. Partner with regional trade groups to promote assistance, opportunities
333 and partnerships to connect current and potential exporters with

334 international markets; and

335 e. Contribute to a more circular economy that reduces demand for

336 materials; keeps materials in use as long as possible; regenerates

337 natural systems by reusing waste products, materials, or byproducts of
338 manufacturing, supporting export of recyclable materials; or otherwise
339 improves processes to be more efficient.

340

341 ED-211 King County should support programs and strategies to preserve and plan for an
342 adequate supply of industrial and commercial land capacity, including but not
343 limited to:

344 a. Complying with the ((State-of Washington)) Growth Management Act
345 ((Buildable-Lands)) Review and Evaluation Program — Revised Code of
346 Washington 36.70A.215 — and, in cooperation with the cities,

347 inventorying and monitoring the use of industrial, commercial, and

348 residential lands every five years;

349 b. Partnering with other jurisdictions and the private sector, to advocate for
350 development and maintenance of a regional Geographic Information
351 System ((to-track-the-supply-ofland));

Economic Development — Page 10-11
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c. Actively applying for federal, state, and other resources to help defray
the costs of assessment, remediation, and redevelopment of private
and/or public Brownfields;

((d-)) c. Selling ((e))County-owned surplus industrial and commercial lands for
development by the private sector;

((es)) d. Promoting the redevelopment and infill of industrial and commercial
areas and exploring the feasibility of using incentives to achieve this
goal; and

((£)) e. Preventing the encroachment of non-industrial uses on

industrially-zoned land and the rezoning of industrial land to other uses.

ED-212 King County shall encourage and support community((-))-based and community((
))-led efforts to ((support)) develop and retain existing small and local businesses
and resilient communities. These efforts may include:

a. Priority hire programs that create middle-wage employment in

historically underserved and historically underrepresented communities;

b. Ensuring public investment decisions protect culturally significant
economic assets and community anchors; and
C. Engaging communities directly affected by economic development

activities in planning, decision-making, and implementation.

ED-213 King County shall coordinate with a broad range of partners, organizations,
businesses, and public sector agencies to support the development of business
innovation districts and ((related)) other community stabilization initiatives ((in))

to help prevent the displacement of Black, Indigenous, and other People of Color;

immigrants; refugees; LGBTQIA+ people; and lower income communities((-with

hasis. on food. i ion districts_i icular)).

((H))  Workforce Development

King County provides programs and participates in partnerships to address the new and ongoing regional

workforce opportunities and challenges ((efthe PugetSound-region-and-within-the-county)). The current

economic climate has created more opportunity, and yet there is an ((evergreater)) increasing divide between

those who are benefitting from a strong economy and those who are not. For this reason, King County has an
even greater need to ensure ((aceess-by)) all residents have access to information about local workforce
development programs and opportunities, especially for those residents ((ef the-County)) who are not benefitting

equitably from the strong economy.

While many low-income people in isolated communities may have difficulties gaining access to quality

education, training, and support services to ((help-them)) secure living wage jobs, many displaced workers also

Economic Development — Page 10-12
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need access to re-training opportunities to obtain employment. Meeting these challenges successfully ((wil))
requires the ((€))County to continue and to strengthen strategies and working relationships across sectors and
((between)) among business, government, labor, communities, advocacy organizations, education and training

institutions, and human service providers.

Jobs that pay wages sufficient to support families are vital to ((the)) a high quality of life. However, training,
education, and skill levels((;-and-abilities)) vary from person to person. As such, it is important for King County

to support accessible job training programs and ensure that all residents have equal access to job opportunities

((ferallresidents)) at a range of entry levels so that all people have the opportunity to be self-reliant.

King County's Green Jobs Strategy emphasizes connecting frontline communities to living wage employment

opportunities to build a skilled and diverse workforce across the career spectrum. The County utilizes its

resource network to promote and meaningfully connect local workers to living wage positions by developing

high-quality workforce partnerships to diversify and add climate-informed skills building into existing sectors

such as construction, transportation, manufacturing, and professional services/technology, while preparing for

the clean energy future. The Strategy emphasizes integrating workforce development into County climate and
clean energy initiatives, while collaborating with regional partners to grow green jobs through sectors essential to

clean energy deployment. The Strategy outlines the recipe for high-road workforce partnerships based on

building trusted relationships with job seekers, connecting to partners providing skills training and industry-
recognized credentials, and clear employment on-ramps developed with employers and labor partners.

ED-301 King County should support workforce development programs that are
integrated with the ((€))County’s overall economic strategies, including but not
limited to:

a. Apprenticeship opportunities on ((¢))County public works projects to
ensure a continual pipeline of skilled, local construction trades workers
and to encourage family-wage job opportunities((:));

b. ((Be

technologies-that-addressclimate-change:)) Identified partnerships

prioritizing providing frontline communities (including middle skill

workers and youth) accessible pathways and skills building toward

positions providing a family sustaining wage within identified local high

growth sectors while supporting reduced energy use and reduced

greenhouse gas emissions including manufacturing, construction,
transportation, and professional services; and
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c. Training ((in)) prioritizing in-demand skills (({job-clusters)-that-apply-to
and-are-in-demand)) across ((multiple)) identified high-growth industry
((elusters)) sectors.

King County should support the Workforce Development Council of Seattle-King

County((, ale edB he-freaerat\Wwe orce-lnnovation-and- Opportuni ACcto

Councilis)) to coordinate and improve employment, training, literacy, and

vocational rehabilitation programs to meet the needs of workers and employers.
King County ((will)) should work with the Workforce Development Council to
emphasize the needs in and highlight opportunities for communities that have
the highest unemployment rates in the region, including the potential for

development of training opportunities in these areas.

King County policies, programs, strategies, and partnerships shall recognize the
importance of worker training and retraining, especially for ((low-income-and
low-skilled-residents;)) workers in low-wage and low-barrier industries and

communities with the highest unemployment rates, to provide the skilled workers

needed by local businesses and industry. King County shall support and partner

with other jurisdictions, educational institutions and industry to promote

programs that align with community needs, such as:

a. Programs that retrain dislocated workers for jobs in growing industries;

b. Training for jobs in growing industries that require post-technical or
post-secondary training and credentials and provide a career pathway to
self-sufficiency;

c. Programs that facilitate employer involvement in hiring workers with
limited experience and skills and provide successful strategies for skills
training, job placement, and worker retention;

d. Programs that reduce recidivism by helping residents exiting the
criminal ((justice)) legal system gain access to training and employment
services;

e. Alignment of ((hemeless)) housing and employment systems to

((assure)) ensure people who are experiencing homelessness have

access to both housing and employment opportunities;

f. Food-related, creative economy, and green technology workforce

development activities and opportunities;
g. School-to-work programs and effective alternatives for out-of-school
youth to provide a clear pathway to self-sufficiency through career

options and applied learning opportunities;
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h. Summer youth employment programs for ((at-risk)) historically
underserved youth;

i. Access to alternative modes of transportation by providing
transportation information, ((financial-assistance-programs)) income-
based discount programs such as ORCA LIFT, and services to
jobseekers and workers; ((and))

j- Access to childcare by increasing the availability and affordability of
quality childcare for low-income families; and

k. Initiatives aimed at facilitating skills training and on-ramps to living wage

employment for frontline communities connected to identified high

growth industry sectors as outlined in King County’s Green Jobs

Strategy.

students.))

ED-305 King County shall help promote and develop opportunities for ((limited-English

proficiency populations)) communities that speak a lanquage(s) other than
English, including:

a. Partnering and investing in community organizations that represent
((Himited-English-proficiency populations)) linquistically diverse
populations;

b. Improving translation and interpretation services;

c. Partnering with private business to promote the hiring of ((limited

English-proficiency populations)) people that speak a lanquage(s) other

than English; and
d. Partnering with regional educational institutions to develop methods for

recertification for limited English proficiency professionals with
credentials from other countries, and partnering with community
organizations to promote and increase access to recertification

programs.
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King County shall work with regional workforce development organizations and
regional educational institutions, especially community colleges, to promote

greater alignment between educational programs and workforce needs.

King County should support programs and projects that provide apprenticeship
and employment training in the building trades through affordable housing
development. King County should explore ways to partner with non((-))profit
housing developers in offering pre-apprenticeship, apprenticeship, and

employment training opportunities.

Infrastructure Development

Adequate and well-maintained public infrastructure is crucial to a strong economy and to attract new industry

and development. Basic public services that maintain a high quality of life in an area support employment

growth and increased productivity, and influence business location decisions.

ED-401

ED-402

ED-403

ED-404

county-therefore)) King County shall support((s)) and partner((s)) on programs
and strategies to maintain existing infrastructure and construct new

infrastructure and facilities (including, but not limited to, transportation, utilities,

schools, information, communications, ((including)) and an adequate supply of
housing) necessary to accommodate current and future economic demand, in
locations and at a size and scale that is consistent with other policies in the

Comprehensive Plan.

King County ((will)) shall support programs and partnerships to facilitate the
efficient movement of freight to promote global competitiveness for business

and industry.

King County shall partner, where feasible, with jurisdictions and other
((stakeholders)) organizations to develop ((subarea)) locally-specific economic

development strategies to promote development and redevelopment in areas that

can accommodate growth.

organizations;)) King County should use zoning, incentives, partnerships, or
other measures to capitalize on the economic benefit of infrastructure projects in
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locations and at a size and scale that is consistent with other policies in the

Comprehensive Plan.

ED-405 King County should support programs and partnerships to facilitate the
development of adequate technology infrastructure, to meet growing
technological demand and to ensure high quality infrastructure for the regional

economy.

((W=))  Sustainable Development in the Private Sector

((Ftis-thegoalof)) King County ((to-wotktoward-becoming)) seeks to become a model sustainable community

where ((both)) the public and private sectors ((seek+te)) balance urban growth with natural resource protection
while addressing climate change. Sustainable development ((seeks)) aims to achieve this goal by addressing the
environmental impacts of the built environment in which people live and work. Sustainable development is

implemented through planning, design and construction methods, including green building and ((£))low

(®)impact ((B))development that promote environmental quality, economic vitality and healthy communities.

profile-Transportationis-alsokey-element-of sustainability.)) Public transportation ((will)) plays an important
role in protecting the environment by reducing emissions and supporting more compact land use patterns. King
County seeks to foster innovative design and development techniques in the private sector that reduce the
negative impacts of site development and building construction while maintaining ((afferdability and-economie
development)) a favorable business climate.

ED-501 King County should encourage, support and promote the application of
sustainable development practices in all private sector development within the

county. ((

Economic Development — Page 10-17



587
588
589
590
591
592
593
594
595
596
597
598
599
600
601
602
603
604
605
606

607

608
609
610
611
612
613
614
615
616
617
618
619
620
621
622
623
624
625

Attachment 5

((2616)) 2024 King County Comprehensive Plan — ((updated-December-6,2022)) Adopted TBD
Attachment A to Ordinance ((18 us-amended-by Ordinances 186 8810,1903419146;-and )) TBD

I I I I

ED-501a King County shall ((strive-to)) promote green building and smart building
practices throughout private, public, and residential uses and shall support

programs that foster this type of development through collaboration with

jurisdictions and other sectors.

management choices-that protect natural resources.))

ED-503 King County shall identify and evaluate potential changes to land use

development regulations and building codes, in collaboration with the private

sector, to support and promote sustainable development.

VL)) The Rural Economy

King County values its entire Rural Area and the Natural Resources Lands and recognizes the traditional
economic activities that support rural communities and a rural lifestyle. A healthy and sustainable rural
economy is necessary to ensure rural residents can continue to both live and work throughout the Rural Area
and Natural Resource Lands. The farm, livestock, and forestry operations, the many entrepreneurial
home-based businesses, the Rural Towns, Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers, and the Cities in the Rural

Area all provide rural residents with goods, services, and employment.

Within unincorporated rural King County, economic activities include, but are not limited to, farming, livestock
raising, equestrian uses, forestry, resource value-added businesses, and home-based businesses. The Rural
Neighborhood Commercial Center((s-are-designed-to)) land use designation provides for a limited array of goods

and services to local rural residents on a small scale. ((The)) Rural Towns provide a wider range of goods,

services, and jobs for rural residents, including retail, restaurants, and services. ((The-designated)) Natural
Resource Lands support the long-term commercial aspects of agriculture and forestry and potential resource
value((d))-added products.

The County also recognizes that the land areas, economies, and natural beauty of the Rural Area and Natural

Resource Land designations benefit all county residents. The agriculture sector provides a ((safe)) high-quality

and reliable local food source((—keeping-costslow-and-quality- high—)) to restaurants ((and-households,the
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farmers markets, and direct to consumers. The Rural ((King-Ceunty)) Area and Natural Resource Lands

provide((s)) many diverse recreation and tourism opportunities, including scenic vistas; trails for hiking,
bicycling, off-road, and equestrian use; ((harvestfestivals;)) open space and wildlife habitat; and working farms

and forest lands, all within a short distance from ((the)) urban centers.

A vibrant and sustainable rural economy depends on several factors, including, but not limited to, preserving and
enhancing the businesses within traditional rural economic clusters, ensuring that new commercial enterprises
are of a size and scale that is consistent with and retains the rural character of the surrounding area, and changes
in regulations to reflect and respond to the differing needs and emerging trends of rural economic activity while

protecting the natural environment.

The rural economic policies are designed to establish and maintain a long-term commitment to a sustainable and

vibrant rural economy. They support ((implementation-of the Rural Economie Strategies Plan;)) continued

evaluation of ((€))County codes to support the evolving agriculture, forestry, and other rural economic clusters((;
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665 and-suppertfor)), as well as programs and strategies that foster a diversified rural economy, compatible with

666 existing rural character, while maintaining the natural environment.

667

668 ED-601 King County is committed to a sustainable and vibrant rural economy that allows
669 rural residents to live and work throughout the Rural Area and Natural Resource
670 Lands. County policy, regulations, and programs should be reviewed and

671 developed in partnership with rural businesses, the Agriculture and Rural Forest
672 Commissions, ((the-Community-Service-Area)) community groups, and others to
673 support the preservation and enhancement of traditional rural economic

674 activities and lifestyles, while supporting evolving compatible commercial uses
675 and job opportunities.

676

677 ED-602 King County should identify and implement ((the- Rural Economic-StrategiesPlan
678 to-guide-future)) rural economic development ((and-will-modify-and-add))

679 strategies ((as-needed-to)) that reflect the evolving nature of the rural economy,
680 while protecting the traditional rural economic clusters.

681 a. King County recognizes the value of the agriculture and forestry clusters
682 for both their economic contribution and for their natural, educational,
683 and recreational benefits to the county as a whole. The ((¢))County

684 ((will)) shall work with the Agriculture Commission, Rural Forest

685 Commission, and other related organizations on strategies and

686 programs to strengthen and enhance the economic viability of these

687 clusters and the evolving value-added industry that helps sustain the
688 county’s legacy of raising crops and livestock and managing and

689 harvesting forestlands.

690 b. King County recognizes the value of home-based business, recreation
691 and tourism, and commercial and industrial clusters for their ability to
692 provide job opportunities in the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands,
693 and help sustain the rural economic base. The ((€))County ((wiH)) shall
694 continue to work with chambers of commerce and other organizations
695 that support these rural businesses to help ensure the continued

696 viability and economic health of new and existing businesses in these
697 clusters.

698 c. King County recognizes the importance of the equestrian cluster for its
699 diversity of business and recreation related operations which combine to
700 provide jobs and income opportunities within the rural economy. The
701 ((e))County ((wiH)) shall continue to work with equestrian related

702 organizations on business and recreation aspects of the equestrian

703 cluster and with organizations that represent the various trail user

704 groups to help ensure the continued viability and economic health of
705 equestrian and related recreation businesses.
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As a means and in support of protecting rural character and Natural
Resource Lands, King County recognizes the value of the partnership
with Cities in the Rural Area to act as local urban centers for
employment and centers of commerce that provides goods and services
for the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands. The ((€))County ((wil))
shall work with the cities and other organizations to support economic
development for Cities in the Rural Area, at a size and scale consistent
with the Growth Management Act.

King County is committed to ensuring that all economic development,
including the provision of infrastructure, within the Rural Area and
Natural Resource Lands shall be compatible with the surrounding rural
character, be of an appropriate size and scale, and protect the natural
environment.

King County ((will)) shall continue to support and partner on programs
and incentives to ensure the economic vitality of rural historic resources
to help maintain the character of the Rural Area and Natural Resource
Lands.

King County ((will)) shall explore opportunities to support agricultural

tourism and value-added program(s) related to the production of food,
flowers and specialty beverages (including beer, distilled beverages, and
wine) in the county. Partnership venues should be educational and
include information on the diversity of products available in the county
and the importance of buying local, should seek to unify regional
tourism efforts, and should encourage development of new markets for
agricultural products and value-added goods.

King County ((will)) shall continue to review existing and proposed
regulations to ensure they are relevant and effective in accommodating
the differing needs and emerging trends of the compatible businesses
that comprise the rural economy.

King County should continue to identify the infrastructure needs of the
rural economic clusters, including transportation, drainage, and
information technology needs, and provide support for these needs,
including identification of other funding sources.

King County should continue to identify and encourage businesses to
take advantage of incentives and technical assistance programs that
promote economic viability of existing and new businesses in the Rural
Area and Natural Resources Lands, particularly in the Agricultural and

Forest Production Districts.
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The ability to bring rural, agricultural, forestry, and value-added products into the urban area and the ability of

urban residents to utilize the Rural Areas and Natural Resource Lands for education, open space, scenic vistas,

and a diversity of out((-))door recreation options encourages the urban/rural interdependence and linkage, thus

enhancing the county’s economic base.

ED-604

King County ((will)) shall continue to partner with organizations that support

programs and strategies that strengthen the interdependence and linkage

between the rural, resource, and urban economies((-such-as-the Regional-Food
Policy Council-and-Puget Sound-Fresh)).

ED-606

and-maintenance-of these open-spaces.))

King County ((will)) shall encourage economic analysis and economic

development of the local food system as called for in the Local Food Initiative.
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