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King County remains among 
the U.S. jurisdictions with the 
largest number of people 
experiencing homelessness.

Single-night counts are a 
standard method but only 
represent a fraction of the 
total count.

The King County Department 
of Community and Human 
Services (DCHS) Cross-
System Homelessness Analysis 
found that at least 40,871 
people experienced 
homelessness in 2020.
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Public Health’s Role

PHSKC works to improve the health of people living homeless 
through a continuum of activities ranging from system 
change to health promotion to treatment. Providing health 
care for people experiencing homelessness represents our 
largest body of work.



Health-Related Needs for those Experiencing Homelessness

Access to hygiene services as a 
basic right & matter of human 

dignity

Low barrier and non-
judgmental support for 

people who use 
substances

Safe spaces to be 
inside during 

inclement weather



Addressing the opioid crisis

• 1,124 opioid-involved overdose deaths in 
King County in 2023, a 40% increase over 
2023

• Exponential increase in overdose deaths 
since 2019, with a 20% jump between 2019 
and 2020, and an additional 39% jump 
between 2020 and 2021.

• Disparities in overdose deaths with highest 
rates among American Indian/Alaska Native 
and Black residents; people experiencing 
homelessness, and communities located in 
Seattle and South King County

• 46% of individuals deceased in 2023 were 
currently or recently homeless

2022 Overdose Death Report and Overdose Death Dashboard, PHSKC

Health-Related Needs for those Experiencing Homelessness

https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dph/documents/health-safety/medical-examiner/2022-overdose-death-report.pdf?rev=8abbe310b8c54bdb98bd57eaedcccee8&hash=79A4CDEF57915EC0FCAD11B07871E949
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dph/health-safety/medical-examiner/reports-dashboards/overdose-deaths-dashboard


Questions
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