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SUBJECT

[bookmark: _Hlk148432915]An ordinance approving the Woodinville Water District General Sewer Plan dated May 2023.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2023-0319 would approve the Woodinville Water District General Sewer Plan (Plan) dated May 2023, meeting the requirement for a wastewater utility to provide sewer service in unincorporated King County. 

BACKGROUND 

The Woodinville Water District (District) is located approximately 13 miles northeast of Seattle. The District's corporate area is generally bounded on the north by Snohomish County, on the east by unincorporated King County, to the south by the City of Redmond, and on the west by the City of Bothell and the City of Kirkland. The District's sanitary service area (SSA) is a subarea of the District’s larger corporate boundary and lies at the north end of the Sammamish River Valley, and east of Interstate 405. Sewer service is limited to properties within the Urban Growth Area (UGA) boundary and incorporated areas.

The District has approximately 3,700 sewer accounts. Of those accounts, approximately 3,100 residential accounts and 600 accounts are designated as commercial, industrial, or municipal. 

The District’s last wastewater plan was approved in 2010 by King County Ordinance 16892.

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria. King County Code (K.C.C.) Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the Plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing, and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of K.C.C. Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

Additionally, King County has adopted a Comprehensive Plan that includes policies that address water and wastewater policies for facilities and services, calling for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, water conservation, and provision of sewer and wastewater services.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF WOODINVILLE WATER DISTRICT GENERAL SEWER PLAN DATED MAY 2023

The UTRC finalized its review of the Woodinville Water District General Sewer Plan in July 2023 (see Attachment 4 to this staff report for a more detailed description of the UTRC review). The UTRC found the Plan meets the requirements of K.C.C. Chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval. Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area: The Woodinville Water District is located approximately 13 miles northeast of Seattle. The District's SSA is a subarea of the District’s larger corporate boundary and lies at the north end of the Sammamish River Valley, and east of Interstate 405. Sewer service is limited to properties within the UGA boundary and incorporated areas. 

The Plan revises the SSA by removing areas from the District’s responsibility and transferring it to the providers currently providing sanitary service. The District's SSA is reduced by 796 acres, from 5,294 acres to 4,498 acres. This change (reduction) clarifies for agencies and property owners that District is not the responsible sewer service provider for certain areas currently within its identified service area. The transfer will not require any new interlocal agreements (ILA) and would void that portion of existing ILAs that requires the constructed sewer facilities to be transferred to the District.

Facilities: The District has agreements through 2036 with King County as the regional wastewater purveyor. Sanitary sewage flows are collected and conveyed through District-owned sewer facilities and discharged into sewer transmission mains owned and operated by the County. Currently, the County is routing the collected sewage northward to the Brightwater Wastewater Treatment Plant, located north of the District. The County operates and maintains two interceptors within the District’s service area, as well as the Woodinville Pump Station.

The UTRC determined that the District’s sewer plan demonstrates that the District has the capacity to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules, and regulations.

Growth: The Woodinville Water District General Sewer Plan is consistent with the Washington State Growth Management Act and the King County Comprehensive Plan as it limits service to within the designated urban area and incorporates future growth projections consistent with King County’s adopted growth targets.

System Improvements: The Plan identifies projects that will be necessary to maintain existing service and expand the capacity of the in-place system to meet identified needs. The Plan also identifies the most likely routing and sizing of future system extensions and serves as guidance for development within the sanitary service area. The Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) has four components, based on the source of the project: pipe condition, service area reclaim, pipe capacity, and district internal projects for a total CIP of $9.3 million over the planning horizon. The capacity-based portion of the CIP will be partially funded through an estimated $2.8 million in charges through the Central Business District-Capacity Improvement Charge policy. This reduces the total CIP cost through rate revenue to $6.5 million over a 10-year period. This amount is consistent with the current rate structure and budget forecasts.

SEPA: The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and, as lead agency under SEPA, issued a Determination of Nonsignificance for the approval of the Plan on April 26, 2023. There were no appeals.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2023-0319 (and its attachments)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. Review of Woodinville Water District General Sewer Plan - UTRC Matrix
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