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Metropolitan King County Council
Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	4
	Name:
	Jenny Giambattista 

	Proposed No.:
	2023-0251
	Date:
	August 15, 2023



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2023-0251 would confirm the appointment of Elizabeth Umbanhowar, who resides in District 4, for a partial term to the King County WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee.

BACKGROUND

The Council has provided direction for the WaterWorks water quality grants program by establishing a grants ranking committee to develop recommendations for award of funding to applicant water quality improvement projects, and by establishing criteria for selection of projects (Ordinance 18031).  Council specified membership on the grant ranking committee (Ordinance 18261) to include one technical specialist, three positions representing the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (MWPAAC), and nine positions representing Council districts, recommended to the Executive by Councilmembers. Members serve three-year terms; appointments are confirmed by Council.

APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Elizabeth Umbanhowar, District 4.  Proposed Motion 2023-0251 provides for the appointment of Elizabeth Umbanhowar, who resides in District 4, to the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee, as the representative of Council District 4. Ms. Umbanhowar  works as a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Landscape Architecture at University of Washington. Ms. Umbanhowar teaches environmental history, landscape design, and urban hydrology and soils and focus on issues of equity, access, climate adaptation, health, and habitat restoration. 

Ms. Umbanhowar is a licensed landscape architect with nearly a decade of experience in habitat restoration, transportation planning, trail design, and urban planning on public projects. Ms. Umbanhowar reports she is familiar with grant funding programs through work with arts and environmental nonprofits and scholarly research. She has served on municipal, county, and state arts committees and juries. 

Ms. Umbanhowar is being appointed for a partial term to expire on September 30, 2024. 

ANALYSIS

The proposed appointment appears to be consistent with the requirements of the WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee. 

 


ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2023-0251
2. Transmittal Letter 
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