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Proposed Resolution FCD2023-04: A RESOLUTION authorizing the Director of King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks or designee to execute a quit claim deed related to property transfer associated with the Lower Russell Road Levee Setback Project.
	
The King County Flood Control District’s Lower Russell Levee Setback flood protection project (the “Project") is 1.4-mile-long levee improvement project to replace an existing levee and revetment with facilities that meet current engineering design standards. The Project called for the construction of a new levee is set back from the Green River where feasible and better protects residential and commercial development behind the levee, while also improving riparian and aquatic habitat along the Green River for fish and wildlife. The project is in the City of Kent along the right (east) bank of the Green River between South 212th Street and Veterans Drive/South 228th Street. The project integrated existing road, trail and park amenities and enhanced existing recreational opportunities. 

The design for the Project necessitated the purchase of real property, with the intent to transfer the properties to the City of Kent for operation of the park following construction. In 2019, the District and the City of Kent executed an Interlocal Agreement regarding property acquisition, conveyance of easements, design, permitting, construction, operation and maintenance of the Project. Consistent with the Agreement, King County purchased real properties set out in the Agreement for the Project and the District committed to transferring—through its service provider, King County— the real properties purchased for the Project to the City following construction of the Project. 

King County Code 4.56.060(E)(1) governs the transfer of real property purchased by King County at the direction of the District, and provides in pertinent part: 

As part of the services the county provides to the King County Flood Control Zone District under an interlocal agreement, the county, acting through the facilities management division in coordination with the department of natural resources and parks, is authorized to sell or otherwise convey real property and real property interests held in the name of the county that were acquired on behalf of the district, without being subject to the other requirements of this chapter, but only if:
 a. the district, by resolution, directs the county to convey to the district or named third parties those real properties or real property interests acquired by the county for the district and held in the county's name. Within the time stated in the resolution, or within sixty days of the county's receipt of a copy of the resolution, if a time is not stated in the resolution, the division should execute the conveyance document, in a form approved by
the district, and transmit it to the district unless the resolution directs the conveyance document be transmitted to named third parties.

King County has negotiated a quit claim deed to effectuate the transfers identified in the Interlocal Agreement. Since review of this Resolution by the Executive Committee on April 19, 2023, the County requested a modification to the legislation to remove reference to the Director of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks. The request is made because, per KCC 4.56.060(E), the Facilities Management Division is tasked with executing all transfer documents, in coordination with DNRP. 

By this Resolution the Board would direct King County to convey the real properties, in conformance with the terms of the Interlocal Agreement. 
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