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Staff Report

FCD Motion FCD23-02 A MOTION authorizing the chair to enter into a Memorandum of Agreement pertaining to the National Historic Preservation Act and the Lower Russell Road Levee Project.

The King County Flood Control District's ("District") Lower Russell Road Levee Setback Project ("Project") is the District's largest multi-benefit flood risk reduction project to date. As part of the construction of the Project, the County, as service provider to the District, found artifacts of cultural significance at the project site. The County notified the US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), the State, and most importantly multiple Tribes to begin the work of determining what, if any additional culturally significant artifacts were located at the project site (there were not) and to work collaboratively to ensure that there are no adverse impacts to these historic properties.

The consulting parties were:
· Corps
· District
· Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
· Snoqualmie Indian Tribe
· Squamish Tribe
· Tulalip Tribes
· Kent
· Kent Historical Society
· Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office
· Washington State Historic Preservation Officer
· King County Historic Preservation Program

After working together for over two years the parties negotiated a 9-party Memorandum of Agreement. The Signatories are:
· Signatory Parties
· Corps
· Washington State Historic Preservation Officer
· Invited Signatory Parties
· King County Flood Control District
· Kent
· Concurring Parties
· Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
· Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians
· Suquamish
· King County Historic Preservation Program
· Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office

As this is a King County Flood Control District project and it aligns with the Board’s policy direction to center our work around the principles of Equity and Social Justice as well as Environmental Justice, the District has agreed to fund and complete a series of tasks or conditions, they are as follows:
· Tribal Outreach including
· A revised planting plan incorporating native species of the Consulting Tribes (already underway)
· Interpretive signage documenting precontact and ethnographic period Indian use of the project site – the Consulting Tribes, lead by the Muckleshoot, will prove text and images and the District will install the signs
· Teaching Station installed in the vicinity of the preserved features
· First Foods stations installation (complete)
· Marker Stone design and installation – the Consulting Tribes, lead by the Muckleshoot, will work with the District and Kent to design and the District will install (complete)
· Tribal Art installation – the Consulting Tribes, lead by the Suquamish, will retain a Tribal artist to produce and install 
· Education Signage designed by the District in collaboration with the Consulting Tribes with three year of execution of the Memorandum of Agreement
· Provide cultural resources training to Kent staff related to the National Historic Preservation Act, cultural resource, and tribal history and concerns
· Japanese Outreach to develop a plan for the mitigation associated with Japanese-American artifacts uncovered at the project site within two years of execution of the Memorandum of Agreement
· The District will supplement a webpage hosted by Kent and King County’s website with the consulting parties having an opportunity to preview and comment on the website material 

The Memorandum of Agreement has received legal review by all the signatories, including review by District legal council. Approval of the proposed motion does not increase the Project budget. The Memorandum of Agreement is currently being circulated to all the signatories and should be fully executed in the next few months.
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