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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee
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	25
	Name:
	Jeff Muhm
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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2022-0411 would increase the per diem rates for members of the Board of Appeals and Equalization.


SUMMARY

The proposed ordinance would increase the partial-day and daily per diem rates for members of the Board of Appeals and Equalization. The partial-day rate would be increased from $200 to $250 and the full day per diem rate would be increased from $300 to $375.

BACKGROUND 

The Board of Appeals/Equalization is an independent body comprised of seven citizen members organized to adjudicate property value and other determinations made by the County Assessor, as well as various business license decisions and animal control orders.

The Board of Appeals/Equalization holds hearings approximately 16 days per month (less than 200 days per year) with four members scheduled per day for each hearing. On each hearing day, the board typically hears 23 cases split over three panels, which in this current format has the capacity to hear approximately 4,400 cases per year (some cases consist of multiple appealed parcels). Approximately 7,500 appeals (the highest volume since 2014) are expected for 2022.

The current per diem compensation each board member receives is set at $200 a day if the Board meets for less than three hours during a day, and $300 a day if the Board meets for more than three hours during a day. This per diem is set in K.C.C. 2.34.050 and was last increased in 2016[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Ordinance 18195
] 




ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2022-0411 would increase the per diem rates of compensation for Board of Appeals members from $200 to $250 for partial days (less than three hours) and from $300 to $375 for full days (days that exceed three hours).

An additional appropriation request of $9,898 is requested in the Executive’s proposed 2023-2024 biennial budget (Proposed Ordinance 2022-0399), which is currently before Council. According to Board of Appeals/Equalization staff, this additional appropriation request would be sufficient to cover additional expenses associated with the proposal to increase the per diem rate.  


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2022-0411
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