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	Expenditures
	
	Revenues
	
	FTEs
	
	TLTs

	2021-2022 Revised Budget
	
	$132,685,387
	
	$21,554,214
	
	323.2
	
	0.0

	2023-2024 Base Budget Adjust.
	
	($11,673,093)
	
	($14,281,068)
	
	1.0
	
	0.0

	2023-2024 Decision Packages
	
	$9,345,507
	
	$6,482,313
	
	(15.0) 
	
	0.0 

	2023-2024 Proposed Budget
	
	$130,358,000
	
	$13,756,000
	
	309.2
	
	0.0

	% Change from prior biennium
	
	(1.8%)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. Pkg. as % of prior biennium
	
	7.0%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major Revenue Sources: General Fund, state and federal funds. 

	Base Budget Assumptions: (1) 4.0% GWI for 2023; (2) 4.0% GWI for 2024.



DESCRIPTION

King County Superior Court is the County’s general jurisdiction trial court and the largest of the 29 superior court districts in Washington State. The Court currently has 54 judges, each elected to four-year terms by the voters of King County, or, in the event of a vacancy, appointed by the Governor. The cases over which Superior Court has jurisdiction include felony criminal cases, civil matters involving more than $300, unlawful detainers, injunctions, family law cases, probate and guardianship matters, juvenile offender cases, juvenile dependency cases, and mental illness and involuntary commitment matters.  The court manages or participates in three MIDD-funded therapeutic court programs: Family Treatment Court, King County Adult Drug Diversion Court, and Juvenile Therapeutic Response and Accountability Court (formerly known as the Juvenile Drug Court.)

The court operates at four sites: the King County Courthouse, the Children and Family Justice Center, Harborview Medical Center (Involuntary Treatment Act Court), and the Maleng Regional Justice Center in Kent. 

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BUDGET AND CHANGES

The 2023-2024 Biennial Budget would appropriate about $130.4 million to the Superior Court. This would be a net decrease of appropriation by about $2.3 million or 1.8 percent, from the 2021-2022 Revised Biennial Budget. This reduction is largely the result of removing one-time federal COVID-19 funds (CLFR) and one-time state funds. The reduction is partially offset by additional state revenue for state-mandated programs and a reappropriation of CLFR funding. The proposed budget also includes a reduction of 15 juvenile probation FTEs. There is no expenditure reduction associated with this FTE reduction because the funding for these positions was eliminated in various stages during the 2021-2022 biennium reflecting the implementation of the Restorative Communities Pathways (RCP) program, a youth diversion program. Lastly, the proposed budget reflects an increase of $1.5 million in central rate charges. 

The proposed Superior Court budget includes the following service changes:

· $1,043,000 (state revenue) for a protection order court pilot program to address necessary changes to Court operations to comply with the significant changes in Protection Order law that went into effect July 1, 2022. The proposed appropriation would be used for TLT positions including a commissioner, a court coordinator, and program coordinators/navigator. These positions were initially covered by CLFR funding in 2021-2022, but CLFR would not be used in 2023-2024. PSB reports the revenue for this request comes from a one-time influx of $8.8 million that the state gave to counties to assist with one-time costs related to new state mandates. PSB reports once the results of the pilot are known, it will develop an ongoing plan for the size of the program and a different funding source. 
· $5,496,269 (CLFR reappropriation) to continue to address the COVID 19-related backlog and technology improvements, including remote court for civil cases. As discussed below, the proposed budget provides only one year of funding to address the backlog and enhanced technology needs.  

As noted by the Superior Court, the 2023-2024 Proposed Biennial Budget does not include the following priorities for the Superior Court:

· $2.5 million General Fund and 8 FTEs to support the IT infrastructure and technology services launched during the pandemic to support increased access to the courts and continued operation.
· Additional General Fund to address the legal system backlog. As noted above, the proposed budget only includes 1 year of funding to continue to address the legal system backlog. Superior Courts reports while it is making good progress in addressing the backlog, the magnitude of the backlog will require significant resources for multiple consecutive years. 

KEY ISSUES

ISSUE 1 – COVID LEGAL SYSTEM BACKLOG NOT FUNDED IN 2024 

The "COVID 7 and 8" supplemental budget appropriations[footnoteRef:1], appropriated $49.9 million for DJA, DPD, Superior Court, District Court, and PAO from the federal Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery (CLFR) Fund to address the legal system backlog and other court needs resulting from the pandemic. According to Superior Court, the backlog of criminal cases has been reduced by 25 percent.  [1:  Ordinances 19289 and 19318] 


As shown below, the agencies are not expected to expend their full CLFR appropriation. The 2023-2024 Proposed Biennial Budget would reappropriate $22.4 million of CLFR funding across DJA, DPD, Superior Court, District Court, and PAO to continue addressing the backlog of cases and supporting the technological improvements implemented during the pandemic. However, the Executive budget only includes enough CLFR funding to cover one year of backlog expenses and technological improvements.[footnoteRef:2] Executive staff report that without full funding for the biennium, there will not be substantive progress in addressing the backlog. Of note, this issue is included in the staff reports for the Prosecuting Attorney, District Court, and the Department of Judicial administration. [2:  Once the CLFR proposed reappropriation supporting the 25.5 FTE positions in DPD’s base budget runs out in 2023, the proposed budget would appropriate $3.2 million (General Fund) to continue to support these positions for the remainder of the biennium. 
] 


Table 1. COVID 7 and COVID 8 CLFR Appropriations
	Agency 
	Prior Appropriations
	Actual CLFR expended through 8/31/22
	2023-2024 Proposed Budget 

	Department of Judicial Administration
	$4,652,000
	$1,769,738
	$2,370,801

	Department of Public Defense
	$10,807,000
	$2,009,035
	$6,264,883

	District Court 
	$6,878,000
	$2,421,951
	$1,379,903

	Prosecuting Attorney
	$14,199,000
	$6,982,917
	$6,846,800

	Superior Court 
	$13,179,000
	$5,948,031
	$5,496,268

	TOTAL
	$42,460,000
	$19,131,672
	$22,358,655








