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	Expenditures
	
	Revenues
	
	FTEs
	
	TLTs

	2021-2022 Revised Budget
	
	$192,106,787
	
	$72,394,024
	
	538.7
	
	6.0

	2023-2024 Base Budget Adjust.
	
	$421,523
	
	($23,775,748)
	
	(0.2)
	
	0.0

	2023-2024 Decision Packages
	
	$14,434,719
	
	$18,512,668
	
	9.0 
	
	(6.0) 

	2023-2024 Proposed Budget
	
	$206,964,000
	
	$67,131,000
	
	547.5
	
	0.0

	% Change from prior biennium
	
	7.7%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. Pkg. as % of prior biennium
	
	7.5%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major Revenue Sources: General Fund, grants, state and federal funds. 

	Base Budget Assumptions: (1) 4.0% GWI for 2023; (2) 4.0% GWI for 2024



DESCRIPTION

The Prosecuting Attorney’s Office (PAO) is responsible for the prosecution of all felony and juvenile cases in King County, and all misdemeanor cases generated in unincorporated areas of King County. The PAO also serves as legal counsel to the Metropolitan King County Council, the King County Executive, all executive agencies, the Superior and District Courts, the King County Sheriff’s Office, the King County Assessor, the various independent boards and commissions, and some school districts. The PAO also establishes and enforces child support obligations, manages or participates in several programs that provide alternatives to the mainstream criminal justice system, and is an integral part of the mental health civil commitment process.

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BUDGET AND CHANGES

The 2023-2024 Proposed Biennial Budget would appropriate nearly $207 million to the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office. This would be a 7.7 percent increase from the 2021-2022 Revised Biennial Budget, largely based on state or federal funding. The proposed appropriation includes the following changes:
· $6.8 million to reappropriate federal Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery (CLFR) funding to address the legal system backlog resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. This funding would only be available for one year and according to Executive staff would not fully address the case back log.
· $3.9 million for central rate adjustments.
· $2,300,000 to continue to address State v. Blake[footnoteRef:1] and state mandated resentencing. These activities are state funded.  [1:  State v. Blake, 197 Wn.2d170 (2021) found that the state’s felony drug possession law was unconstitutional. As a result of Blake, all pending possession cases must be dismissed, all warrants must be quashed, and all prior convictions impacted by Blake must be vacated. In July 2021, Council appropriated $19.5 million for Blake, of which $5.6 million was for the PAO.] 

· $682,000 to install technology infrastructure and furniture at the new PAO Civil division’s leased spaced. 
· $966,815 (GF neutral) to transfer 2 FTE attorney positions from the King County Sheriff’s Office to PAO.

The proposed budget also includes a revenue adjustment to reflect an expected increase in revenues of $9.8 million largely from the state for the Sexually Violent Predator program and from increased charges for civil legal services to non-GF agencies. 

Of note, the 2023-2024 Proposed Biennial Budget would also appropriate $3 million in the General Technology Fund (Project Number 1143924) for a capital IT project for PAO’s civil division to replace a case management system PAO considers obsolete. PAO reports the new system will have efficient features such as search functions to retrieve records, time keeping, integration with Microsoft Office and effectively tracking client advising on a particular matter. PAO reports the new system would decrease the time it takes for record keeping, decrease the time it takes to review and process electronic evidence, and decrease the time spent to create central billing rates. As required, PAO has provided metrics it will use to measure whether these benefits have been achieved. 

The 2023-2024 Proposed Biennial Budget did not include the following priorities from the Prosecuting Attorney:

· Funding for 2024 to address the legal system backlog. (See discussion below in Issue 1.) 
· Full funding to pay for all the labor costs associated with moving staff from 35 to 40 work week. PAO reports only $2 million is included in the budget and it will seek additional funding in the omnibus supplemental budget request in 2023-2024.
· Additional funding to address human/sex trafficking cases. The PAO reports there has been a recent increase in the number of (primarily) women being trafficked on Hwy 99. 
· Additional funding to address the record number of cases the single Felony Traffic Deputy Prosecuting Attorney is facing. Once COVID relief funds are spent, the PAO reports it needs a long-term plan to address this ever-increasing caseload with prosecution and victim advocacy resources.


KEY ISSUES

ISSUE 1 – COVID LEGAL SYSTEM BACKLOG NOT FUNDED IN 2024 

The "COVID 7 and 8" supplemental budget appropriations[footnoteRef:2], appropriated $49.9 million for DJA, DPD, Superior Court, District Court, and PAO from the federal Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery (CLFR) Fund to address the legal system backlog and other court needs resulting from the pandemic. According to Superior Court, the backlog of criminal cases has been reduced by 25 percent.  [2:  Ordinances 19289 and 19318] 


As shown below, the agencies are not expected to expend their full CLFR appropriation. The 2023-2024 Proposed Biennial Budget would reappropriate $22.4 million of CLFR funding across DJA, DPD, Superior Court, District Court, and PAO to continue addressing the backlog of cases and supporting the technological improvements implemented during the pandemic. However, the Executive budget only includes enough CLFR funding to cover one year of backlog expenses and technological improvements.[footnoteRef:3] Executive staff report that without full funding for the biennium, there will not be substantive progress in addressing the backlog. Of note, this issue is included in the staff reports for Superior Court, District Court, and the Department of Judicial administration.  [3:  Once the CLFR proposed reappropriation supporting the 25.5 FTE positions in DPD’s base budget runs out in 2023, the proposed budget would appropriate $3.2 million (General Fund) to continue to support these positions for the remainder of the biennium. 
] 


Table 1. COVID 7 and COVID 8 CLFR Appropriations
	Agency 
	Prior Appropriations
	Actual CLFR expended through 8/31/22
	2023-2024 Proposed Budget 

	Department of Judicial Administration
	$4,652,000
	$1,769,738
	$2,370,801

	Department of Public Defense
	$10,807,000
	$2,009,035
	$6,264,883

	District Court 
	$6,878,000
	$2,421,951
	$1,379,903

	Prosecuting Attorney
	$14,199,000
	$6,982,917
	$6,846,800

	Superior Court 
	$13,179,000
	$5,948,031
	$5,496,268

	TOTAL
	$42,460,000
	$19,131,672
	$22,358,655






