CABLE COMMUNICATIONS
ANALYST: MELISSA BAILEY

	
	
	Expenditures
	
	Revenues
	
	FTEs
	
	TLTs

	2021-2022 Revised Budget
	
	$826,163
	
	$5,696,400
	
	1.5
	
	0.0

	2023-2024 Base Budget Adjust.
	
	$86,256
	
	$0
	
	0.0
	
	0.0

	2023-2024 Decision Packages
	
	($15,202)
	
	$134,330
	
	0.5 
	
	0.0 

	2023-2024 Proposed Budget
	
	$898,000
	
	$5,831,000
	
	2.0
	
	0.0

	% Change from prior biennium
	
	8.7%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. Pkg. as % of prior biennium
	
	(1.8%)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major Revenue Sources: Cable Franchise and PEG Fees

	Base Budget Assumptions: (1) 4.0% GWI for 2023; (2) 4.0% GWI for 2024



DESCRIPTION

The Office of Cable Communications (OCC) assists cable television subscribers with resolving complaints and answering questions regarding their cable service in unincorporated King County. The OCC negotiates, monitors, and enforces the rules in cable television and wireline franchises granted by King County, as well as collects fees.
The OCC collects a franchise fee of five percent of gross revenues from cable companies for their use of the County's rights-of-way. Additionally, cable companies pay public, educational, and governmental use (PEG) fees that support capital costs related to enhancing access to public programming (such as King County Television). The OCC, a General Fund agency, generates approximately $2.9 million per year for the General Fund.

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BUDGET AND CHANGES

The OCC appropriation for 2023-2024 is proposed to increase by 8.7 percent over the 2021-2022 biennium largely as a result of base budget adjustments. The proposed decision package reflects technical changes, such as a reduction in KCIT's internal service charge to regional service funds partially offset by an increase in the central rate. It also includes a staffing change supported by underspend. Additionally, the current Program/Project Manager (PPM) I position (0.5 FTE) would be eliminated and a PPM II position (1.0 FTE) would be added. According to budget materials, the new PPM II position would bring expertise in data analysis, negotiation, and communication resulting in an improved ability to problem solve and serve constituents. The PPM II would also support the OCC's new responsibilities associated with negotiating and enforcing wireline franchises.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  In 2021, the OCC assumed responsibility for wireline franchises, which were formerly managed by the King County Real Estate Services Division.  ] 

KEY ISSUES

Staff have not identified any issues for this budget.
