ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
ANALYST: SAM PORTER

	
	
	Expenditures
	
	Revenues
	
	FTEs
	
	TLTs

	2021-2022 Revised Budget
	
	$73,320,749
	
	$68,015,856
	
	171.3
	
	3.0

	2023-2024 Base Budget Adjust.
	
	$1,300,672
	
	($3,007,860)
	
	0.5
	
	(3.0)

	2023-2024 Decision Packages
	
	$3,513,600
	
	$9,632,306
	
	3.0 
	
	1.0

	2023-2024 Proposed Budget
	
	$78,136,000
	
	$74,641,000
	
	174.8
	
	2.0

	% Change from prior biennium
	
	6.5%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. Pkg. as % of prior biennium
	
	4.7%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major Revenue Sources: General Fund, State and Federal Funding, City of Seattle, Medicaid, License and Permit Fees, VSHSL, BSK, and MIDD.

	Base Budget Assumptions: Remove 2021-2022 one-time changes including those related to pandemic response, annualize supplemental changes, update personnel rates.



DESCRIPTION

Environmental Health Services (EHS) is one of eight areas within Public Health – Seattle & King County (PHSKC). The EHS Division provides fee and grant-based regional services focused on prevention of disease through sanitation, safe food and water, proper disposal of wastes and toxics, and promotion of safe and healthy environmental conditions. EHS is organized into three sections which include (1) Community Environmental Health (community toxics, solid waste management, rodent and zoonotic disease control, local hazardous waste  management, wastewater systems, and plumbing and gas piping); (2) Food and Facilities Protection (Monitoring the safety of restaurants, swimming pools and other public facilities); and (3) Planning and the Built Environment, Code Enforcement, and Emergency Preparedness (Supporting environmental protection and public health through policy development, planning, enforcement, and emergency response).

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BUDGET AND CHANGES

The EHS budget is proposed to increase by approximately $4.8 million in the 2023-2024 biennium. The proposed budget includes restoring pre-COVID capacity in several projects and increases in revenue-backed funding for Hazardous Waste and fisher health along the Duwamish. These decision packages include: 
· $1 million of funding from the Environmental Protection Agency to renew a cooperative agreement with the Fisher Institutional Control through the end of the biennium to continue PHSKC's "Fun to Catch Toxic to Eat" program as part of the Fisher Institutional Control program to benefit fishers and fish consumption population on the Duwamish River. 
· $210,000 of revenue-backed spending authority to match the Management Coordination Committee approved budget for Hazardous Waste. The MCC is a subcommittee of the inter-agency agency comprised of King County Solid Waste, King County Water & Land Resources, Public Health-Seattle & King County and Seattle Public Utilities. 
· $1 million appropriation to match the increase in tonnage rate paid from Solid Waste to PHSKC to support expenses related to illegal dumping complaints, education, and data management for EHS. 
· $911,000 and 3 FTEs to increase capacity for plumbing inspectors to improve review timelines and meet demand for inspections. 
· $318,000 and 1 FTE to add capacity for on-site sewage system permitting to meet construction demand. 
· $577,000 and 2 FTEs to restore food inspector positions removed with the 2021-2022 budget due to expected decreases in permitted facilities.
· $871,000 of reappropriation of CLFR funding to sustain scaled down COVID response through the end of the biennium.  

Several administrative changes are also made in the proposed budget; of note there is a proposal to move 5 FTEs from Hazardous Waste to Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD) in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks along with approximately $2 million of appropriation authority intended to streamline program management and consolidate program planning, policy, finance, and communications staff in one County division. 

KEY ISSUES

Staff have not identified any key issues for this appropriation.

