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SUMMARY 

Proposed Motion 2010-0569 (pp. 5-6 of these materials) would confirm the appointment 
of Lorraine Patterson as Director of the Records and Licensing Services Division of King 
County’s Department of Executive Services. 

BACKGROUND 

Records and Licensing Services Division 

The Records and Licensing Services Division (RALS) includes the following sections: 

• Vehicle and Vessel Licensing Services: Partners with the State Department 
of Licensing to issue and renew vehicle and vessel licenses; 

• Recorder’s Office: Maintains a record of all real estate transactions, 
marriage records, and other documents submitted for public record; 

• County Archives: Maintains a repository of historical county government 
records, including over 300 collections, some dating back to 1853, which 
serve as a permanent source of information about activities, programs, and 
decisions of King County agencies and elected officials; and 

• Regional Animal Services: Provides licensing and shelter services for 
domestic animals. 

An organizational chart for RALS is part of the confirmation packet and is included in 
these materials at p. 21.  

As director of RALS, Ms. Patterson will be responsible for the division’s operations, 
planning, and budgeting. Her specific duties are listed in her letter of appointment 
(pp. 13-14 of these materials) and in the position description that is included in the 
confirmation packet (pp. 23-24 of these materials). 
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MS. PATTERSON’S QUALIFICATIONS 

Experience 

As described in the Executive’s transmittal letter (pp. 7-8 of these materials), Ms. 
Patterson has been appointed to head RALS because of her successful management 
experience in several county positions that she has held since 2002. Those include:  

• Interim RALS division director; 
• Assistant division director for the Wastewater Treatment Division of the 

Department of Natural Resources and Parks; 
• Human Resources Delivery Manager II for the Department of Transportation 

(DOT); and 
• Employee and Labor Relations Representative for the DOT Transit Division. 

Ms. Patterson has also served as an employment attorney with a national firm 
representing corporate management in employee and labor law issues. 

In these roles, as the Executive explains in his transmittal letter (p. 7 of these materials), 
“Ms. Patterson has demonstrated exceptional leadership through organizational 
development, human resources management, employee and labor relations, program and 
project management, and fiscal oversight.” 

Ms. Patterson’s resume is included at pages 15-17 of these materials. 

Recommendations 

Ms. Patterson’s appointment is supported by letters of recommendation from the 
following: 

1. Suzette Cooke, Mayor, City of Kent (letter at p. 11 of these materials); 
2. Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, King County Department of Transportation 

(letter at p. 12);  
3. Christie J. True, Director, King County Department of Natural Resources and 

Parks (letter at p. 10); and 
4. Caroline Whalen, King County Administrative Officer (letter at p. 9). 

Education 

Ms. Patterson has an undergraduate degree with honors from Cornell University and a 
law degree from Stanford University, and she has completed the Executive Management 
Program in the Evans School of Public Affairs at the University of Washington. 

Background Check 

Assistant Deputy County Executive Rhonda Berry has reviewed the financial credit 
report and law enforcement background check conducted on Ms. Patterson and has 
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reported that they contain no adverse information and reveal no prior criminal record. See 
p. 19 of these materials. 

INVITEES 

1. Lorraine Patterson, Director Designee,  
Records and Licensing Division, King County Department of Executive Services 

2. Caroline Whalen, King County Administrative Officer 
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KING COUNTY 
 

Signature Report 
 

January 6, 2011

1200 King County Courthouse 
516 Third Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98104 

     
  Motion   
     

 
Proposed No. 2010-0569.1 Sponsors Hague 
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A MOTION confirming the executive's appointment of 

Lorraine Patterson as director of the King County records 

and licensing services division. 

 BE IT MOVED by the Council of King County: 

 The county executive's appointment of Lorraine Patterson as director of the 
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Motion  
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records and licensing services division is hereby confirmed. 

 

 

 
 
  

 

 
KING COUNTY COUNCIL 
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

  

 ________________________________________ 

 Robert W. Ferguson, Chair 
ATTEST:  

________________________________________  

Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council  
  

APPROVED this _____ day of _______________, ______. 
  

 ________________________________________ 

 Dow Constantine, County Executive 

  

Attachments: None 
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October 25, 2010 
 
 
The Honorable Bob Ferguson 
Chair, King County Council 
Room 1200 
C O U R T H O U S E 
 
 
Dear Councilmember Ferguson: 
 
I am pleased to present a motion for the County Council’s approval confirming Lorraine 
Patterson as Director of the Records and Licensing Services (RALS) Division.  The 
confirmation package will be transmitted to the council upon the completion of the required 
background checks. 
 
Ms. Patterson has been with the County in a number of complex roles since 2002.  Most 
recently, she has served as the interim RALS Division Director managing a division of 120 
employees where she has established individual and unit performance measures and has also 
established performance management objectives that will ensure the success of the Regional 
Animal Services Model and other initiatives within the division. 
 
Ms. Patterson previously served as the Assistant Division Director for the Wastewater 
Treatment Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, the Human Resources 
Services Delivery Manager II for the Department of Transportation, and an Employee and 
Labor Relations Representative for the Transit Division.  Ms. Patterson has also served as an 
employment attorney with a national firm representing corporate management in employee and 
labor law issues. 
 
Ms. Patterson has demonstrated exceptional leadership through organizational development, 
human resources management, employee and labor relations, program and project 
management, and fiscal oversight.  Her operational and human resources experience will be 
invaluable in her new role. 
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The Honorable Bob Ferguson 
October 25, 2010 
Page 2 
 
 
It is my great pleasure to request the confirmation of Lorraine Patterson as director of the 
Records and Licensing Services Division by the King County Council. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dow Constantine 
King County Executive 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc: King County Councilmembers 

ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff 
  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council   

Fred Jarrett, Deputy County Executive, King County Executive Office (KCEO) 
Rhonda Berry, Assistant Deputy County Executive. KCEO 
Anita Whitfield, Director, Human Resources Division, Department of Executive  
    Services 
Lorraine Patterson, Director Designee, Records and Licensing Services Division  
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