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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2022-0241 would request the Executive to identify resources to support food banks experiencing the impacts of inflation.

SUMMARY

The proposed motion would request that the Executive conduct outreach to food banks in King County to identify needs and determine the magnitude of food insecurity in King County.  The motion requests the Executive to identify ways assist food banks, such as (but not limited to) grants and volunteer outreach and recruitment.

The motion also requests the Executive report to the council on the outreach conducted, the magnitude of food insecurity in King County, any identified ways to assist food banks and results of implementation of any assistance measures.  The report is requested to be transmitted by October 1, 2022.  However, the sponsor of Proposed Motion 2022-0241 has directed staff to draft an amendment that would change the report date to February 7, 2023.

The Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee Chair has also directed staff to draft an amendment that would add a "WHEREAS" statement identifying additional strategies to support food banks (e.g., influencing the federal government to reauthorize federal benefits such as the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program).  

BACKGROUND 

In July 2022, the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers increased 9.1 percent over the 12-month period ending in June 2022.[footnoteRef:1]  In May 2022, the Seattle Times reported that local food banks were facing increased demand for services as households faced increasing prices, while the food banks themselves were experiencing higher costs.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2022/consumer-prices-up-9-1-percent-over-the-year-ended-june-2022-largest-increase-in-40-years.htm#:~:text=Consumer%20prices%20up%209.1%20percent,U.S.%20Bureau%20of%20Labor%20Statistics&text=The%20.,gov%20means%20it's%20official.]  [2:  https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/everything-has-gone-up-in-rainier-beach-and-across-seattle-food-banks-respond-to-inflation-woes/] 


According to Public Health – Seattle & King County (Public Health), the department administered approximately $5 million in federal Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery (CLFR) funds for grants for food banks during the 2021-2022 biennial budget period.  No funds remain available at this time for food bank support, according to Executive staff.  Table 1 below shows the amounts awarded by organization.

Table 1.
2021-2022 Funding for King County Food Banks

	Organization
	
	Funding Amount

	Afghan Health Initiative
	
	$75,000 

	African Community Housing & Development
	
	$100,000 

	Alimentando al Pueblo 
	
	$100,000 

	Asian Counseling and Referral Service
	
	$100,000 

	Center for MultiCultural Health
	
	$100,000 

	Chief Seattle Club
	
	$100,000 

	Cultivate South Park
	
	$100,000 

	East African Community Services 
	
	$75,000 

	El Centro de la Raza
	
	$85,000 

	Eritrean Association in Greater Seattle 
	
	$75,000 

	Filipino Community of Seattle
	
	$75,000 

	Food Lifeline
	
	$200,000 

	Foundation for Sustainable Community DBA Farmer Frog
	
	$200,000 

	Good Shepherd Youth Outreach
	
	$100,000 

	Hopelink
	
	$250,000 

	Hunger Intervention Program
	
	$100,000 

	Khmer Community of Seattle King County
	
	$75,000 

	Lifelong: Health for All
	
	$100,000 

	Living Well Kent (LWK)
	
	$100,000 

	Lutheran Community Services Northwest
	
	$100,000 

	Mary's Place
	
	$75,000 

	Multi-Service Center
	
	$100,000 

	Muslim Association of Puget Sound (MAPS)
	
	$100,000 

	Pacific Islander Community Association of WA
	
	$100,000 

	Restore and Repair Missionary Outreach
	
	$100,000 

	Seattle Food Committee
	
	$250,000 

	Seattle Good Business Network
	
	$300,000 

	Somali Family Safety Task Force
	
	$75,000 

	Sound Generations
	
	$200,000 

	South King County Food Coalition
	
	$300,000 

	Urban Food Systems Pact
	
	$250,000 

	UTOPIA Washington
	
	$85,000 

	West Seattle Food Bank
	
	$100,000 

	White Center Emergency Food Association dba White Center Food Bank
	
	$100,000 

	YMCA of Greater Seattle
	
	$100,000 

	Cascadia Produce / UWKC DoorDash Home Delivery
	
	$500,000 

	Total
	
	$4,945,000



ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2022-0241 would request that the Executive conduct outreach to food banks in King County to identify needs and determine the magnitude of food insecurity in King County.  The motion requests the Executive to identify ways to assist food banks, such as (but not limited to) grants and volunteer outreach and recruitment.  Public Health indicated that it has not conducted formal research about food banks' needs, but it conducts monthly meetings with food-access stakeholders who have reported that the cost of food, specific food shortages (such as eggs), and lack of staffing were straining budgets and contributing to staff burnout.

Proposed Motion 2022-0241 also requests the Executive transmit a report to the council on the outreach conducted, the magnitude of food insecurity in King County, any identified ways to assist food banks and results of implementation of any assistance measures.  The report is requested to be transmitted by October 1, 2022.  Note that the sponsor of Proposed Motion 2022-0241 has directed staff to draft an amendment that would change the report date to February 7, 2023.

The Law, Justice, Health, and Human Services Committee Chair has also directed staff to draft an amendment that would add a "WHEREAS" statement identifying additional strategies to support food banks (e.g., influencing the federal government to reauthorize federal benefits such as the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program).  

AMENDMENT

Amendment 1 would change the due date of the requested report from October 1, 2022 to February 7, 2023.

Amendment 2 would add a "WHEREAS" statement identifying additional strategies to support food banks.

INVITED

· Anne Burkland, Government Relations Officer, Public Health
· Elizabeth Kimball, Healthy Eating Active Living Unit Manager, Public Health

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2022-0241
2. Amendment 1
3. Amendment 2
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