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Supervisor Dave Upthegrove, Chair  
King County Flood Control District
King County Courthouse 
516 3rd Avenue, Room 1200 
Seattle, WA  98104 

RE:  Water Resource Inventory Area 9 (WRIA 9) Recommendations for Cooperative Watershed Management Grant Funding
 
Dear Chair Upthegrove and Flood Control District Supervisors, 

On May 12, 2022, the Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound (WRIA 9) Watershed Ecosystem Forum (WEF) approved funding recommendations for the 2022 Cooperative Watershed Management Grant (CWM) Program.  If approved by the Board of Supervisors, these projects will continue to advance implementation of priority elements of the 2021 WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan. 

The $3.9 million in funding provides critical funding for seventeen high priority capital projects that were prioritized based on the limiting factors for increasing salmon productivity in our watershed.  In addition to these high priority capital projects, CWM funding will support eight community-based revegetation projects (Regreen the Green); five Monitoring and Research projects that inform monitoring and adaptive management; and five Stewardship, Engagement and Learning (SEaL) programs to expand education and outreach initiates within the watershed. 

If approved by the Board of Supervisors, the $3,930,839 in CWM funds will be leveraged to secure a total investment of $13.6 million from federal, state, and local sources to implement WRIA 9 salmon recovery priorities. These investments exemplify the district’s policy to invest in multiple benefit projects by building community, creating equitable jobs, protecting, and restoring critical habitat and infrastructure, and promoting environmental stewardship.
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Thank you for your continued partnership in improving the Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed.
Financial support provided by signers of Watershed Planning Interlocal Agreement for WRIA 9 including:
Algona, Auburn, Black Diamond, Burien, Covington, Des Moines, Enumclaw, Federal Way, Kent, King County, Maple Valley, Normandy Park, Renton, SeaTac, Seattle, Tacoma, Tukwila






Sincerely, 
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Co-chair Lisa Herbold			Co-chair Chris Stearns
Councilmember, City of Seattle	Councilmember, City of Auburn
Watershed Ecosystem Forum 		Watershed Ecosystem Forum

cc: WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum Members
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