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STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT:
AN ORDINANCE eliminating a sunset clause on the use of abatement funds to support Code Enforcement costs.
SUMMARY:
 Proposed Ordinance 2003-0506 would amend Title 23 (Code Compliance) by eliminating the sunset clause on the use of abatement funds to support code enforcement costs.  In 2003, as part of the DDES fee restructuring, the Council created an allowance for this use, but limited it to one year.  During the 2004 budget process, the Council made the policy decision to continue using abatement moneys to support one code enforcement supervisor through 2004.  Proposed Ordinance 2003-0506 would allow this funding mechanism in perpetuity, and would limit the use of abatement funds for this purpose to $175,000 in a calendar year.
BACKGROUND:  The abatement fund is a sub-fund of the DDES fund.  It serves as the repository for moneys collected from the assessment of civil penalties, from the recovery of the costs of pursuing code compliance and abatement, and from the recovery of abatement costs.  The fund supports abatement activities pursued by the department.
Per King County Code 4.04.075, a fiscal note outlining the fiscal impact of this legislation is required and is attached.

Reasonableness:  Based upon this analysis, passage of Proposed Ordinance 2003-0506 constitutes a reasonable business decision.

INVITED:

· Stephanie Warden, DDES

· Harry Reinert, DDES

ATTACHMENTS:


1. Amendment (#1) to Proposed Ordinance 2003-0506

2. Title Amendment (#2) to Proposed Ordinance 2003-0506
3. Proposed Ordinance 2003-0506
4. Transmittal Letter, dated November 7, 2003
5. Fiscal Note
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