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March 15, 2012
The regular state legislative session saw the release of several budget proposals, but the legislature adjourned Sine Die on March 8th without a final budget.  The Governor called the legislature into a 30-day special session beginning March 12th.  
State Legislative Session: Budget

Thank you to the members of the King County Board of Health who talked with legislators about Maternity Support Services and core public health funding, as well as preservation of the safety net.  We are pleased to report that Maternity Support Services was preserved in every budget draft released by the legislature this session and special session.  
With the release of the first House Democrats’ budget, state funding (core public health funding) for local public health departments was eliminated and replaced with liquor excise tax revenue—leaving about a $9 million gap in funding to local health departments.  Thanks to much advocacy from public health, partner organizations and community leaders, including many Board of Health members, all state funding for local public health was restored via amendment before the House passed its budget.  
While the Senate Democrats’ budget protected all state funding for local public health, along with the majority of health safety net services, the Senate Republicans’ budget that was ultimately passed by the Senate included a $5 million cut to state funding for local public health, the elimination of Disability Lifeline - Medical, and significant cuts to family planning.  Just this morning, Senate Republicans and Senator Kastama, Senator Tom, and Senator Sheldon announced an updated budget proposal.  This most recent proposal restores all state funding for local public health, and restores half of the early cut to family planning ($3 million cut in this version).  The new version also eliminates Disability Lifeline – Medical and the Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Treatment Support Act (ADATSA) medical care services programs.

State Legislative Session: Policy Bills
Several bills Public Health was tracking are on the Governor’s desk this week: 

· HB 2319 – Implementing the affordable care act 
· HB 2341 – Concerning community benefits provided by hospitals

· SB 5381 – Adjusting voting requirements for emergency medical services levies

· SB 6116 – Concerning on-site sewage program management plans

The two bills that intersected health and transportation also died with the end of the regular session:

· HB 1217 – Authorizing local authorities to establish maximum speed limits on certain non-arterial highways

· HB 2370 – Including health in the state transportation system policy goals
Federal: Policy
On the policy front, we continue to monitor developments related to the Transportation Reauthorization, especially regarding the inclusion of non-motorized funding.
