[image: image1.png]u

King County




Metropolitan King County Council

Regional Water Quality Committee
Staff Report

	Agenda Item No.:
	7
	
	Name:
	Beth Mountsier

	Proposed Motion No.:
	2010-0156
	
	Date:
	March 3, 2010


SUBJECT:  A motion establishing the 2010 work plan for the Regional Water Quality Committee.

SUMMARY:  
Proposed Motion 2010-0156 establishes a 2010 work plan as identified in Attachment A to the legislation (Attachment 1).   The work plan summary was reviewed in draft form with the committee at the February 3, 2010 meeting.  The draft was revised per the direction of the committee.

The committee is expected to take action on the legislation at the meeting.

BACKGROUND:
The Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC) is one of three committees formed when voters approved the merger of Metro (transit and wastewater treatment services) and King County.  The charter states:



Each regional committee shall develop, propose, review and recommend action on ordinances and motions adopting, repealing, or amending transit, water quality or other regional countywide policies and plans within the subject matter area of the committee.  

The King County rules in K.C.C. 1.24 further state:

 A regional committee shall focus on planning and policy setting in program areas where it has been determined that regional service or facility planning is required and in area where it is agreed the opportunity and need for the planning exist.  A regional committee is not responsible for routine review and recommendation on operational and administrative matters such as contracts, budgets, appropriations, and fares and rates, formerly performed by the council of metropolitan Seattle.  A regional committee may, however, deal with policies to develop fares and rates within the committee's subject matter area.

The Regional Water Quality Committee shall develop, review and recommend countywide policies and plans related to the water pollution control functions formerly provided by the municipality of metropolitan Seattle.  Plans and policies that must be assigned to the committee include, but are not limited to, water quality comprehensive and long-range capital improvement plans, service area and extension policies, rate policies, and the facility siting policy and major facilities siting process.

 In 1999, the council, upon recommendation by the RWQC, adopted the Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP), a plan to provide wastewater services to this region for the next 30 years.    Much of the committee’s work in recent years has focused on the implementation of the RWSP – by tracking progress made and adjusting policies as needed.

2010 Regional Water Quality Work Plan

The Regional Water Quality Committee has adopted a work plan summary for the past several years to provide a guide to plan and policy reviews anticipated for the year and identify other topics or subjects for briefings and substantive discussion.  The committee has also maintained a working calendar of potential meeting agendas throughout the year to address the work plan.
Although there are no major pieces of legislation or policy amendments anticipated to be transmitted by the Executive in 2010, there are several motions related to the reclaimed water planning process.  Committee staff also identified and briefed the committee at the February meeting regarding potential priorities based on the committee’s interests in past years and meetings with the intergovernmental staff group.
Staff was directed to amend the draft work plan summary slightly to include capital and asset management project reports specific to conveyance system improvements, inflow and infiltration (I/I) projects and odor control projects.  The work plan also now includes the potential for tours of existing facilities and the Brightwater project, as suggested by committee members.

Looking forward into 2010, the work plan summary identifies three to five primary areas of interest:  1)  timely updates on Brightwater progress (and briefings by the Oversight Management Consultant)  as the project continues in the construction phase; 2)  participation in Reclaimed Water planning process;  3) review and potential amendments to the Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP) financial policies;  4) review of major capital and asset management projects (particularly conveyance, inflow and infiltration projects and odor control); 5) Water Quality issues, ranging from the Puget Sound Partnership Action Plan to Stormwater NPDES permit requirements and water supply issues.
In addition, the work plan anticipates that members will want briefings and the opportunity to provide input on the Executive’s proposal for the 2011 sewer rate and capacity charge.   In addition there are other topics the committee may choose to monitor or have select briefings on.  

Committee staff have also developed a draft schedule and tentative agenda planner (Attachment 2).  This schedule is an “evolving” document and will be updated as needed by the Chair and Vice-chair to plan for committee meetings during the year.
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Motion 2010-0156
2. RWQC Calendar and potential meeting agenda items for 2010
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