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SUBJECT

Approving the Metro Transit bus route service implementation plan for October 2010 and February 2011, and responding to a budget proviso concerning transit service on the SR 522 corridor.

COMMITTEE ACTION

On September 14, 2010, the Environment and Transportation Committee approved Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2010-0437, as amended, with a "do pass" recommendation.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0437 approves transit service changes for the SR 520 Corridor, including new transit service on the SR 522 corridor.

[bookmark: Mobility_for_People_Goods_and_Services]2010 COUNCIL PRIORITIES

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0437 supports the goals embodied in the Council’s Safe, Healthy and Vibrant Communities Priority, the Environmental Sustainability Priority, the Local and Regional Cooperation Priority, and the Mobility for People, Goods and Services Priority.  .

BACKGROUND

KCC 28.94.020 provides for Council approval of significant changes in Metro Transit bus routes.  This proposed ordinance approves Metro Transit bus route changes effective October 2, 2010 and February 5, 2011.  Proposals include:

· Additional service on four Metro Transit bus routes serving the SR 520 corridor, recognizing that transit demand will increase when tolls on the SR 520 floating bridge are imposed in Spring 2011, and meeting commitments under the federal Urban Partnership Agreement grant (approved via Ordinance 16843).
· New service on SR 522 providing direct commuter service between Kenmore and First Hill (detailed in Proposed Ordinance 2010-0437).

This staff report addresses only the proposed new service on SR 522.  Other service changes identified in the service implementation plan were discussed and approved via Ordinance 16843.

ANALYSIS

The Service Implementation Plan approved with Ordinance 16843 detailed service improvements with the SR 520 corridor, but had outstanding issues related to potential SR 522 corridor transit service.  The concerns, at the time, were relative to the tax source and the implications of its unique enabling language.  Subsequently, these concerns have been addressed and Proposed Ordinance 2010-0437 identifies a specific route and service level to help relieve congestion on SR 522 as tolling on SR 520 begins in 2011. 

The new SR 522 service is proposed as supportive service to the SR 520 corridor and related to the objectives of the Lake Washington Urban Partnership, which is a collaboration between the U.S. Department of Transportation, the Washington State Department of Transportation, the Puget Sound Regional Council, and King County to provide congestion relief.  

Specifically, proposed route 309 provides a minimal level of service to test the "market attraction" of this new service that previously was met through one or two transfers between destinations.  Six total commuter trips are proposed, three in the morning and three in the evening for a total of 2,700 annual service hours.  The service will have ridership targets of approximately 30 rides per platform hour, which is comparable to other services in the SR 522 corridor.

AMENDMENTS

Following the advice of the Clerk of the Council, a technical amendment (1) and title amendment (T1) were needed to rescind Ordinance 16843 and replace it with the adoption of Proposed Ordinance 2010-0437.  These amendments were adopted and made no substantive changes to the proposed ordinance.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0437 with attachment
2. Proposed Technical Amendment 1
3. Proposed (revised) Attachment B, October 2010 and February 2011 Urban Partnership-Related Service Change
4. Proposed Title Amendment T1
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