KCC 20.18.100 Plain Language Summary of 
Updates to the Stormwater Code
The proposed ordinance amends King County’s surface water and stormwater regulations for new development, redevelopment, and existing development in unincorporated King County for two main reasons. The first reason is to improve protection of water quality from polluted stormwater and to prevent flooding and erosion that can be caused by stormwater runoff. The second reason is to be consistent with requirements set forth by the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) in its issuance of King County’s 2013-2018 Phase I National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit (Permit). 
The ordinance amends King County Code chapters 9.04, Surface Water Runoff Policy, and 9.12, Water Quality. Together, they comprise the County’s stormwater code. “Chapter 9.04 contains the stormwater code for management of runoff from new development and redevelopment. Chapter 9.12 contains the stormwater code to protect water quality from activities and discharges occurring on existing development. The ordinance also amends Title 21A of the King County Code to promote the use of low impact development principles, consistent with Ecology requirements. 

The proposed ordinance also includes minor changes to other code chapters, as well as various technical changes. King County Code chapter 9.20, governing fertilizers would be repealed, because it has been superseded by state law. The proposed ordinance also includes minor amendments to King County Code chapters 14.42, King County Road Standards, and 21A.24, Critical Areas, to be consistent with the changes to the stormwater code. 

Key provisions of the proposed ordinance relating to the stormwater code updates include the following:

Amendments to K.C.C. chapter 9.04, "Surface Water Runoff Policy"

 Most of the amendments are required to meet the NPDES Permit requirements. The changes also include clarifications and other technical changes. Options have been added to reduce costs for applicants. 
A new natural hazards section addresses beaver dams and other potentially hazardous natural conditions on private property that pose an imminent threat of significant harm.

Amendments to K.C.C. chapter 9.12, "Water Quality"

Similarly, the amendments to this chapter are required to comply with the NPDES Permit requirements as well as clarifications and other technical changes. 
Amendments to K.C.C. chapter 9.20, "Fertilizers"

The ordinance would repeal four sections of the fertilizers chapter because they have been superseded by state law. 
Amendments to K.C.C. chapter 14.42, "King County Road Standards"

Language is added to allow low impact development Best Management Practices (BMPs) (also known as flow control BMPs) within road right-of-way to encourage their use and to be consistent with Ecology's requirements.

Amendments to K.C.C. chapter 21A.06, "Technical Terms and Land Use Definitions"

A definition for "Bioretention" has been added to facilitate the amendments to K.C.C. chapter 21A.16 described below.

Amendments to K.C.C. chapter 21A.16, "Development Standards – Landscaping and Water Use"

A section has been modified to allow landscape areas on proposed developments to be used for bioretention of stormwater runoff from the development site.

Amendments to K.C.C. chapter 21A.24, "Critical Areas"

Language has been modified to be consistent with changes to chapter 9.04.
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