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King County




Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  4

DATE:  September 6, 2007
PROPOSED ORDINANCE  2007-0412
PREPARED BY:  Clifton Curry
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE authorizing the county executive to enter into an agreement between King County and Sound Transit for emphasis policing patrols.  
SUMMARY:  The King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) provides law enforcement services to unincorporated King County and, through contracts, to cities, Metro Transit, the King County Airport, Indian Tribes, the King County Housing Authority, the federal government, and school districts.  The sheriff also contracts with other agencies, such as Sound Transit for specialized police services.  These contracts for police service enhancements recover the full costs of providing the services.

This Ordinance will allow the Sheriff’s Office to enter into an agreement with Sound Transit.  Under this agreement, the Sheriff’s Office will provide focused emphasis enforcement on an overtime basis from June 15 through December 31, 2007.  The emphasis patrolling will be conducted at the Sound Transit facility in Kent (Kent Transit Station), Monday through Friday, 11:00 am through 7:00 pm, and would include parking lots, train platforms, elevators, and garages.  The patrols may also be extended to Sound Transit facilities in Tukwila and Auburn.

The goal of this project is to improve the security of and reduce crime at transit facilities.  The emphasis patrols will provide a physical police presence, and will focus on citation, enforcement, and education.  Further, data collected from this effort will enable Sound Transit to more effectively design and plan for future policing needs as they expand their services and service hours.  A 2001 study found that most customers feel safe on their transit system.  Nevertheless, numerous studies have shown that increased police presence enhances the public’s perception of safety with regard to transit, and that such a perception is vital to the decision to use public transportation. The contract amount for 2007 is estimated to be about $60,000.  
ATTENDING:
1. Chief Scott Somers,  Special Operations,  King County Sheriff’s Office

Attachment: 

1.  Executive Letter of Transmittal

2.  Proposed Ordinance 2007-0412
3.  Proposed Interlocal Agreement 
4.  Fiscal Note






