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King County




Government Accountability and Oversight Committee
STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	4
	Name:
	Mike Alvine

	Proposed No.:
	2013-0073
	Date:
	March 12, 2013


SUBJECT

The motion would confirm the Executive’s appointment of J. Terry McLaughlin, who resides in council district four, to the Washington State Convention Center public facilities district board of directors. 
BACKGROUND

The Washington State Convention Center in Seattle began as a public nonprofit corporation, created by the State Legislature in 1982.  It was governed by a nine-member board of directors appointed by the Governor. Initial construction of the Center was completed in 1988 an expansion of the Center was completed in 2001.  During 2010, the state legislature passed Substitute Senate Bill 6889 that facilitated the transfer of the convention center to King County through the formation of a public facilities district.  King County approved Ordinance 16883 on July 19, 2010 that created the public facilities district to own and manage the Washington State Convention Center.  The ordinance also kept the existing Convention Center board members as the initial board members of the new public facilities district.  Of the nine members, the King County Executive appoints three who must be confirmed by the Council.  The mayor of Seattle appoints three who must be confirmed by the City Council. The governor appoints the remaining three members. 
The board of directors of the Convention Center has all the usual powers of a corporation for public purposes.  This includes but is not limited to the authority to:

· Hire employees, staff, and services;

· Enter into contracts, including contracts with public and private parties;

· Acquire, own, sell, transfer, lease, and otherwise acquire or dispose of property;

· Grant concessions under terms approved by the public facilities district, and;

· Sue and be sued.
The Convention Center has three sources of revenue:

1. Operations of the Center;

2. Hotel/motel excise tax:

a) In Seattle: 7% of lodging charges by hotels and motels with at least 60 rooms;

b) In King County outside Seattle: 2.8% of lodging charges by hotels and motels with at least 60 rooms;

3. City of Seattle excise tax: in Seattle only, 2% of lodging charges by hotels and motels with at least 60 rooms.
APPOINTEE
Mr. Terry McLaughlin was employed for 12 years as the executive vice president of the Basketball Club of Seattle.  The Basketball Club owned the Supersonic and Storm basketball teams.  As vice president he was responsible for managing numerous administrative functions including government relations, human resources, information technology, Key Arena operations, concessions and sales.  He retired from The Basketball Club in 2008 when the Sonics were sold.  
Before joining the Basketball Club of Seattle, Mr. McLaughlin was the deputy director of the Seattle Center where he had responsibilities for negotiating major business contracts including the Key Arena and Beneroya Hall developments.  He is a member of the board of the Seattle Aquarium Society.  Mr. McLaughlin was initially appointed to the board of the Washington State Convention Center by governor Locke and was reappointed by governor Gregoire.  If confirmed, Mr. McLaughlin will serve as a King County appointee to the board of the Convention Center, for a four-year term to expire on July 30, 2016.  This is the first appointment and confirmation of a board member for King County since the formation of the public facilities district in 2010. 
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2013-0073 (Attachments available upon request)
2. Executive Transmittal Letter  
INVITED
· J. Terry McLaughlin, Appointee, Washington State Convention Center board
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