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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Brandi Paribello

	Proposed No.:
	2023-0344
	Date:
	December 12, 2023



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2023-0344 would approve the Facilities Management Division Menstrual Hygiene Product Implementation Plan.

SUMMARY

In November 2022, the King County Council voted to approve Ordinance 19546 which contained a budget proviso withholding $100,000 until the County Executive transmits an implementation plan for free menstrual hygiene products in the restrooms of all county-owned facilities.  The proviso required that the plan meet three sections of criteria, each asking for different levels of specificity.  The plan was transmitted within the transmittal letter to the motion (see Attachment A to the motion).  

BACKGROUND 

In November 2022, the King County Council began deliberations on the 2023-2024 Biennial Budget legislation.  When council passed the legislation on November 15, 2022, it included a proviso (Ordinance 19546, Section 120, Proviso P1) that withheld $100,000 from the Facilities Management Division (FMD):

P1 PROVIDED THAT:
	Of this appropriation, $100,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits an implementation plan to make available free menstrual hygiene products in restrooms for all county-owned facilities and a motion that should acknowledge receipt of the plan and a motion acknowledging receipt of the plan is passed by the council.  The motion should reference the subject matter, the proviso's ordinance number, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion.
	For purposes of this proviso, "county-owned facilities" shall include, but not be limited to, facilities managed by the facilities management division and facilities managed by the parks and recreation division.  The plan shall be written in coordination with the facilities management division, parks and recreation division and any other departments, agencies or offices included in the scope of the implementation plan.  The plan shall include, but not be limited to, the following:
	A.  An estimate of the costs to make available free menstrual hygiene products in restrooms for all county-owned facilities, including both one-time costs and ongoing costs;
	B.  A project plan, including a timeline with milestones, to make available free menstrual hygiene products in restrooms for all county-owned facilities; and
	C.  Recommended strategies, and a related plan if applicable, to make available free menstrual hygiene products in restrooms for all facilities that are used by the county but not owned by the county, such as leased facilities.
	The executive should electronically file the report and motion required by this proviso no later than June 30, 2023, with the clerk of the council, who shall retain an electronic copy and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff and the lead staff for the government accountability and oversight committee or its successor.

ANALYSIS

The proviso contains three sections that each ask the plan to provide various levels of detail and information. The plan was included within the transmittal letter rather than as a separate document.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  To align with the motion, the transmittal letter is considered Attachment A to the motion.  ] 


Proviso Section A: Cost Estimate.  Section A requires "An estimate of the costs to make available free menstrual hygiene products in restrooms for all county-owned facilities, including both one-time costs and ongoing costs."  

The plan does not provide a cost estimate.  The transmittal letter describes a two phased plan to provide for the installation of free menstrual hygiene products in all restrooms in King County FMD-managed buildings, except for single use restrooms located within private offices or chambers. Phase 1 includes a pilot project which began in September 2023, and which provides free menstrual hygiene products in non-private restrooms located within the King County Courthouse (KCCH) and the King Street Center (KSC).  The transmittal states FMD will develop a cost model by gathering and monitoring data related to costs of set-up, supplies, and staff time as a component of this pilot project and Phase 1 of the plan.

Proviso Section B. Project Plan.  Section B requires “A project plan, including a timeline with milestones.”  Phase 1 sets out activities that have occurred in 2023, while Phase 2 sets out plans for 2024.

As mentioned above, Phase 1 includes a pilot project which began in September 2023 with plans for FMD to monitor usage, gather data, and refine processes to support the full implementation effort. The pilot covers 214 restrooms in the two buildings: 166 in KCCH and 48 in KSC.  Phase 2 is set to begin in the first quarter of 2024, during which time FMD will provide free menstrual hygiene products in all non-private restrooms managed or supported by FMD.  During this phase FMD plans to “work with partner agencies to identify options to expand to non-FMD-managed County locations such as Department of Natural Resources and Parks locations and leased facilities used by the County.”

Proviso Section C. Recommended Strategies. The proviso requires "recommended strategies, and a related plan if applicable, to make available free menstrual hygiene products in restrooms for all facilities that are used by the county but not owned by the county, such as leased facilities."  As mentioned above, the plan indicates that FMD will work with other agencies to expand the program to leased facilities during Phase 2.

Responsiveness of Transmittal to Proviso.  The transmittal contains a high-level plan with cursory information as to timelines and recommended strategies.  It is unresponsive to Section A and somewhat responsive to Sections B and C.  

INVITED

· Anthony Wright, Director, Facilities Management Division

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2023-0344 (and its attachment)
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