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June 10, 2008

The Honorable Julia Patterson

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Patterson:

I am pleased to transmit the first comprehensive review of King County Code Title 15 – Airport in the past 30 years.  The proposed code revision addresses:  existing county and airport policies, industry and airport best management practices, and technical corrections.  

Beginning in October 2007, the Airport and King County Airport Roundtable (Roundtable) initiated a series of workshops to provide a comprehensive review of King County Code Title 15 – Airport.  In a collaborative process policy issues were debated, airport industry best management practices reviewed, and proposed amendments evaluated.  

Background

King County International Airport (KCIA/BFI) was established in 1928 by a vote of King County residents.  KCIA/BFI has been a self-sustaining enterprise agency of county government since that time.  The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) classifies the Airport as a Class II, primary non-hub commercial service, aviation reliever airport.  KCIA/BFI is operated in compliance with FAA regulations as an open access airport on a 24 hours/7 days-a-week basis.  The Airport is certified by the FAA annually.  

Today the Airport ranks as the 30th busiest airport in the nation with over 300,000 aircraft operations.  KCIA/BFI is the 31st largest cargo center and ranks ahead of such major cities as Pittsburg, Cleveland, and San Antonio.  KCIA/BFI is home to over 150 tenant businesses, including The Boeing Company, Military Flight Center, United Parcel Service, DHL Cargo, and BAX Global.  The airport supports over 3,900 direct jobs and nearly 10,000 secondary jobs in the region.  Over 450 corporate and personal aircraft are based at the airport.  
Title 15 - Airport Amendment Summary
This section provides information on the major code amendments.  The section outlines corrections to existing code, clarifies existing policies, updates regulations, and integrates aviation best management practices into the code.  

Technical Corrections

These amendments focus on a wide variety of corrections including the airport elevation, adding the FAA airport definition, clarifying general definitions, such as “minimum standards”, and adding appropriate references for fee collection rules, insurance assessment, Washington State RCW citation, and fire and safety codes.  

Update Airport Regulations

1. Amendments clarify parking regulations for vehicles and aircraft.  These amendments also clarify the application of county and state regulations regarding unpaid and late parking or other fees, the processing of abandoned vehicles and aircraft, and the provision for parking transient aircraft.  The Roundtable recommended that current fee requirements for airport vehicle parking fees and taxicab operating agreement fees be amended until an airport capacity trigger of 100,000 annual enplanements or market conditions warrant.  

2. This amendment establishes a policy to regulate the wait list for airport hangars and the collection of a $100.00 fee for being on the hangar wait list.  The $100.00 wait list fee is applied to the first month’s rental agreement.  In addition, an annual $10.00 non-refundable fee is charged to cover the cost of the hangar wait list administration.  

Policy Issue – Application of Landing Fees

Amendments clarify the application of the landing fee exemptions.  The exemptions are based on existing airport policy and FAA guidance that encourage and support general aviation activities.  
1.
The first amendment clarifies existing county policy regarding KCIA/BFI based general aviation aircraft.  This amendment reaffirms the existing policy that based general aviation non-revenue producing aircraft with a county lease are not subject to the landing fee.  
2.
The second amendment exempts transient general aviation non-revenue producing aircraft under 12,500 pounds from the landing fee.  The loss of approximately $3,200.00 of airport revenue, out of a total of $1,020,837.00 in 2007, does not represent a significant impact on Airport operations.  Airport administrative and operations staff time and resources are better directed to larger airport issues.  The FAA Grant Assurance 24 – Fee and Rental Structure calls for an airport to be aware of the “economy of collection” when assessing fees.  
3.
The third amendment clarifies KCIA/BFI flight school operations.  The current code does not define a landing and it is unclear whether flight schools should be charged a landing fee for each “touch-and-go” pilot training operation.  For example, a student pilot may make 10 landing and take-off operations in one flight training session, but do not exit the runway.  This amendment defines a landing as exiting the runway and exempts “touch-and-go” pilot training operations.  

4.
The fourth amendment clarifies the landing fee exemption status of “angel flights.”  These flights are operated as not-for-profit or nonrevenue generating flights for humanitarian, medical, or disaster relief purposes.  
5.
The fifth amendment aligns the county code with landing fee exemptions regulated under state or federal statutes, including military, state and federally owned aircraft, and civil air patrol.  
Policy Issue – Airport Roundtable Membership

This code amendment provides for Roundtable representation from either a cargo operator or scheduled air carrier.  The current code does not provide for a scheduled air carrier member.  

The proposed Title 15 – Airport code amendments are the result of a nearly seven month long collaborative process with the Airport Roundtable.  The proposed amendments have been reviewed by the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office.  In addition, the King County Code Reviser’s Office has reviewed the amendments for form.  
If you have any questions regarding this proposal, please call Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation, at 206-684-1481.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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