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SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE relating to voter education; directing the director of elections to collaborate in the production of video voters' guides; and adding a new section to K.C.C. chapter 1.10.
COMMITTEE ACTION
At its June 2, 2009 meeting, the Government Accountability and Oversight Committee unanimously made a do pass recommendation for proposed substitute ordinance 2009-0310.  The ordinance was amended with the intent to require the production of a video voters guide for 2009 only, rather than for all odd numbered years in the future. However, the incorrect striking amendment was inserted in the packet and the effect was to require video voters’ guides in all future odd numbered years. The ordinance needs to be amended when it is considered by the Council. 
SUMMARY

The ordinance would require the production of a video voters guide in odd numbered years.  The guide would include statements from candidates for offices that serve King County, the City of Seattle, the Port of Seattle and Seattle Public Schools. 
BACKGROUND
Since 1993, King County Elections has collaborated with King County Television, the Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission (SEEC) and the Seattle Channel to produce a video voters' guide in odd-numbered years.  The video voters' guide includes information on candidates for King County offices, City of Seattle offices, Port of Seattle offices and Seattle Public School Board offices. In 2009, nineteen of these offices are subject to election.

The production and dissemination of a video voters' guide provides the public with access to information about challengers as well as incumbents, helping to level the playing field for all candidates.  Cable television makes the video voters guide available to approximately 425,000 King County households through local and regional government access cable channels, including King County TV, the Seattle Channel, and many municipal channels.
The online version of the video voters' guide appears to have public appeal as demonstrated by the fact that it draws the most users by far of any single program posted on the King County TV web site. A study by the Pew Research Center shows that online video viewing continues to grow exponentially.  In the spring special election, the video voters’ guide was viewed by 2,359 people, comprising ten percent of total year to date King County Television page views.

ANALYSIS
The issues for committee consideration of this ordinance relate to cost and staffing. Excluding the cost of staff time for Seattle and King County employees, payments to outside parties are estimated at approximately $8,000. While this is not a large amount of money, there has been some concern about supporting this activity in future years.
Historically the video voters' guide has been produced in the following manner.

· SEEC produced material for candidates informing them of the opportunity to participate and of the rules for participation. The Commission also scheduled the candidates for taping and oversaw the taping of candidates for Seattle city and school district offices.

· King County Elections distributed the SEEC material to candidates, provided the list of candidates to SEEC, provided the titles of offices and order of offices and candidates as they would appear on the ballot, and shared oversight with SEEC of the taping of candidates.

· The Seattle Channel did the taping.

· King County TV does all final editing, post production work and distributes the guide.
King County Elections is willing to help with the guide, however the Director has proposed a somewhat smaller role for her office. The Director has suggested that her office can:

1. Provide eligible candidates with printed material (prepared by SEEC) with information as to how they may participate in the voters’ guide; and
2. Provide SEEC with list of candidates filed for the identified offices;
3. Provide King County TV with the titles of positions and the order of offices and candidates as they will appear on the ballot.
The one task the Director feels her office cannot perform this year is to help oversee the taping of candidates. With the earlier primary, the Elections Office workload is peaking at the same time production of the video voters guide will take place.  Staffing the voters' guide is also made more difficult since the Elections Office is now located in Renton.

Conversations are ongoing between County and Seattle staff as to how to cover this task. Staff involved believes the matter can be resolved.
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