[image: image1.wmf]
Metropolitan King County Council

Transportation Committee

REVISED STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	5
	
	PREPARED BY:
	Paul Carlson

	PROPOSED No.:
	2002-0571
	
	              DATE:
	December 11, 2002


COMMITTEE ACTION:  On December 11, 2002, the Transportation Committee approved Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2002-0571 with a “do pass” recommendation.  The Committee adopted an amendment clarifying the effective date of the interlocal agreement.
SUBJECT:  an ordinance authorizing the executive to enter into an interlocal agreement between King County and the city of Tukwila regarding the maintenance, operation and future rehabilitation or replacement of the South Park Bridge.
SUMMARY:  Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2002-0571 authorizes the Executive to approve an interlocal agreement (ILA) with the city of Tukwila pertaining to the South Park Bridge.  The Bridge is jointly owned by the County and Tukwila.  Under the terms of the ILA, the County will take full responsibility for Bridge maintenance and rehabilitation or replacement in exchange for a $3 million payment by Tukwila.

BACKGROUND:  The South Park Bridge is jointly owned by the County and the city of Tukwila.  Damaged in the Nisqually earthquake, it has ongoing maintenance costs and a replacement project is one of the most expensive items in the County Roads Capital Improvement Program (CIP).  The County, Tukwila, and Seattle have been working for years to address issues relating to Bridge ownership.  The proposed ILA will replace a 1989 interlocal agreement between the County and Tukwila regarding Bridge operations and maintenance.  The ILA will also supersede elements of a draft cost-sharing agreement, never ratified, among King County, Tukwila, and Seattle.
The ILA provides that the county will take over full responsibility for operating, maintaining, repairing, and rehabilitating or replacing the Bridge.  Tukwila will be relieved of any further obligation for these activities, though it will continue to own half of the Bridge.  In exchange, Tukwila agrees to pay $3 million to the county by December 31, 2002.  Tukwila also agrees to assist the County in securing state and federal funding for bridge capital projects and to enter into any agreements to secure such funding or to carry out such projects.  The city also grants the county right of entry within its corporate limits for bridge-related purposes.

To enable the County to process permit applications, the city agrees to enact an ordinance adopting all County zoning, land use, shoreline and development regulations, including related fees, for any work related to the Bridge that is authorized by this ILA.

The ILA also provides that, if any portion of the Bridge is annexed into the jurisdiction of the city of Seattle, the County may assign its rights and obligations under the agreement to Seattle.

The Tukwila City Council approved the ILA on November 4.  According to the Executive’s transmittal letter, “the terms and conditions of the bridge agreement were derived in the context of the South Central Pool transfer discussions.  The transfer of the South Central Pool is contingent upon the favorable action on” Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2002-0571.
South Park Bridge Capital Improvement Project

Development of a plan to rehabilitate or replace the Bridge poses a major challenge to the region.  As noted in the ILA, the city of Tukwila does not have a sufficient, stable source of revenue to provide the capital funding needed to extend the Bridge’s useful life.

The 2003-2008 County Roads CIP includes nearly $34 million for the South Park Bridge Project (CIP #300197), though the cost is likely to be substantially greater.  An environmental review is under way, with selection of a preferred alternative now expected near the end of 2003.  In their draft recommendation for the Regional Transportation Investment District (RTID), the King, Pierce, and Snohomish county executives recommended that funding for the South Park Bridge be included as part of the non-Highways of Statewide Significance (HSS) category.
