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	KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

The Ferguson Group Activity Report

August - September 2006 (updates bolded in red)



	
	PROJECT
	DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST
	UPDATE

	1
	Transportation


	Secure the following in the Transportation Appropriations bill:

1. $5 million for Bus Radio Replacement Program;
2. $5 million for Tolt River Bridge Replacement (Snoqualmie Bridge);
3. $1.8 million for Vashon Island Passenger Only Ferry;

4. $5 million for the I-405 Bus Rapid Transit;
5. $9 million for Taxiway Rehabilitation and Emergency Equipment
6. $2 million for BNSF Multimodal Greenway Corridor.

	The Senate TTHUD Subcommittee marked up its version of the bill on July 18 and included $750,000 for the Bus Radio Replacement Program.

The House passed its version of the Transportation, Treasury HUD bill on June 14 and included:
· $1 million for the Tolt (Snoqualmie) Bridge and

· $500,000 for the Vashon Island Passenger Only Ferry.
On September 29, Congress passed a continuing resolution to fund the federal government until November 17. 

	2
	Salmon Recovery


	Secure the following in the Energy and Water Appropriations bill (Corps of Engineers): 

· $2.5 million for the Duwamish/Green Ecosystem Restoration Program;
· Funding for Salmon Habitat Restoration Studies, specifically: 

· $779,000 for the Lake Washington/Ship Canal Ecosystem Study; 

· $1.9 million for the Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project; and

· $510,000 for the White River Flood Control and Ecosystem Restoration study.

Support $90 million funding level for the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Program, which is critical to habitat recovery projects in King County.

Support efforts to design, implement and maintain a series of on-the-ground restoration projects on private agricultural lands for salmon habitat restoration in the Snoqualmie Watershed through the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program 

	The House passed its version of the Energy and Water Appropriations bill on May 25 and included:
· $500,000 for the Puget Sound Nearshore.

The Senate Appropriations Subcommittee marked up its version of the bill on June 29 and included:

· $2 million for Duwamish/Green;

· $400,000 for Lake Washington/Ship Canal; and

· $1.5 million for the Puget Sound Nearshore.

The Senate Appropriations Committee marked up its version of the Commerce, Justice and Science Appropriations bill on July 13 and included $90 million for the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Program.    

The House passed its version of the Science, Commerce, Justice State bill on June 29 and included $20 million for program.
On September 29, Congress passed a continuing resolution to fund the federal government until November 17. 
TFG worked with congressional staff to send a letter to Water Resource Development Act (WRDA) Conferees to ask for inclusion of the House-passed Duwamish/Green language in the final WRDA conference report which may be finalized at the end of the session.   

TFG responded to congressional requests for information on the City of Seattle’s Elliot Bay Seawall WRDA request. 

TFG continued to work with County and congressional staff in an effort to reach a resolution of the Duwamish/Green Site 1 issue with the Army Corps of Engineers. 



	3
	Puget Sound Recovery Initiative
	Support Pacific Northwest National Laboratory’s efforts to secure funding for Endocrine Disrupting Compounds (EDC) research in partnership with King County on aquatic effects and effective treatment methods. 
Support continued federal funding of the Puget Sound Initiative. 


	On May 18, the House approved $10.48 million for endocrine disruptor research (an increase of $1.4 million over the President’s FY 07 budget request).   Congressman Dicks’ staff has pledged to assist PNNL with obtaining grants under the program.  On June 29, the Senate Appropriations Committee approved $10.49 million for the program.

 

On May 18, the House approved a $6 million appropriation to coordinate the federal participation in environmental research and remediation efforts for the Puget Sound Initiative.  On June 29, the Senate included $971,000 for this project.

On September 29, Congress passed a continuing resolution to fund the federal government until November 17. 



	4


	Wastewater
	Secure $2 million funding under EPA’s State Tribal Assistance Grant (STAG) program for construction of Quartermaster Harbor community wastewater treatment facilities.


	The Senate Appropriations Committee passed their version of the bill on June 29 and the full House passed its version on May 18. Neither bill includes the project, but TFG will continue to press for inclusion of this project in the final House/Senate conference later this year.
On September 29, Congress passed a continuing resolution to fund the federal government until November 17. 



	5
	Workforce Development
	Support $1 million in the Labor-Health and Human Services-Education Appropriations bill for the Seattle King County Workforce Development Council to integrate workforce training services into other social services currently offered to ex-offenders transitioning back into the community.  
	The Senate Appropriations Committee marked up its version of the bill on July 20 and the House Appropriations Subcommittee marked up its bill on June 13.  No funding was included for this project, but TFG will continue to press for inclusion of this project in the final House/Senate conference later this year.

On September 29, Congress passed a continuing resolution to fund the federal government until November 17.


	6
	Emergency Management 
	Support federal legislation that provides revenue tools to local governments to fund the new infrastructure needed to provide effective e-911 services resulting from internet service providers offering Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP). Monitor future activity pertaining to the FCC regulation requiring VoIP to provide e-911 service.

	TFG has been active in lobbying the Congress related to necessary provisions in the COPE bill (H.R. 5252).  The bill, as passed by the House on June 8, will allow local governments to assess fees or taxes on VoIP providers to create revenue streams for the provision of e-911 services.  Prospects for consideration in the Senate in the 109th Congress appear dim.
TFG has continued to monitor Congressional initiatives, including telecommunications which would provide revenue tools to local governments for e-911 services.


	7

	Homeland Security/ Bioterrorism


	Support first-responder legislation currently pending in Congress to streamline funding to local first responders and provide them with greater control over how grant resources would be expended at the local level. 

Support legislation that would allow for the funding of FTE’s for critical HS functions via the various HS grant programs.

	TFG worked with Representative Reichert’s office to have Eric Holdeman testify before the House Homeland Security Committee in favor of legislation reforming FEMA and reuniting the preparedness and response functions of the Department of Homeland Security.  Major elements of Rep. Reichert’s bill (H.R. 5351) were incorporated into the FY 2008 Homeland Security Appropriations bill (P.L. 109-295).  FEMA will remain within DHS, but with strengthened response and recovery functions.  The bill also raises the authorization level for the EMPG program, which funds positions for emergency management personnel, to $375 million.


	8
	Sheriff’s Wireless Communications Project
	Secure $3.8 million for the second phase of deployment of a Regional Interagency Wireless Communications and Data Sharing Program to enhance King County’s ability to communicate with local, state and federal agencies in the All Hazards Response environment. 


	

	9
	Public Health Emergency Preparedness

	$450,000 in Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Environmental Health Programs for the development and implementation of a 24-hour data communications and notification system.
Support Pandemic Flu preparedness legislation that would:

· Guarantee funding, including reimbursement to local governments, for antiviral drugs sufficient to treat a minimum of 25% of the national population; 

· Provide direct funding to local governments to develop adequate and sustainable health care system medical surge capacity sufficient to meet the needs of a large scale public health care emergency such as a severe influenza pandemic.

	The Senate Appropriations Committee passed its version of the bill on July 20 and did not include funding for this project.  TFG will work to maximize funding when the bill reaches the final House/Senate conference, which is expected later this year.  
The House Labor/HHS/Education Appropriations Subcommittee marked up its version of the bill on June 7, and it contains $200,000 for this project as well as $150,000 for influenza pandemic preparedness.    
On September 29, Congress passed a continuing resolution to fund the federal government until November 17.


	10
	Medicaid 

	Support legislation to broaden allowable Medicaid mental health services following the recommendations of the President’s New Freedom Commission on Mental health.  


	TFG continued to work with the Congress to include broader definitions of eligible services under Medicaid reform proposals being discussed by the Committees of jurisdiction.  TFG also has monitored opportunities for the County on the issue of the FMAP reimbursement phase-out.




	11

	Methamphetamine Superfund
	Support legislation to increase funding for methamphetamine site clean-up and effective substance abuse treatment for methamphetamine users.


	TFG has continued to provide updated information to County staff on all federal methamphetamine legislation and initiatives.

	12

	Health Care Reform
	Support acceleration and expansion of  the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) and the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) efforts to:
· Publicly support and implement quality measures endorsed by the Institute of Medicine (IOM) and public reporting of the measures; 
· Support health information technology, clinical information system adoption and clinical management capabilities;

· Fund regional, interoperable health information technology networks; and
· Fund Pay for Quality Improvement pilot programs.
Seek to position the Puget Sound Health Alliance as a pilot for health information technology networks and/or a Quality Improvement pilot. 

Support CMS and the Agency of Health Research and Quality (AHRQ) to continue to:

· Publicly support cost-effective evidence-based medicine and medical practices; 

· Advocate the importance of improving quality of health care delivered; and

· Fund innovative pilot programs, demonstration projects and evaluations that focus on quality of care issues.

Seek to position the Puget Sound Health Alliance as an innovative pilot or demonstration project for quality of care issues.


	TFG organized and participated in a series of conference calls with County staff regarding pending reauthorization of the Ryan White Act. TFG analyzed the legislation and worked with the County to prepare a strategy and position and discussed it with congressional offices.  TFG followed up with congressional staff to address strategy for increased flexibility and funding for historically hard-hit urban areas.  
The House passed its version of the Ryan White Reauthorization legislation, H.R. 6143, on September 28.  The Senate has yet to announce plans to take up the bill.  


	13

	Housing, Homeless and Community Development Funds

	HUD and HHS Budgets – 

· Increase appropriation for CDBG formula funds to $5 billion nation wide and ensure that King County’s formula share is maintained or increased. 

· Adequately fund the Section 8 voucher program

· Maintain or increase funding for Homeless Assistance (McKinney) and ensure the renewal of Shelter Plus Care funding. 

· Maintain or increase funding for HOME program.

· Support legislation to provide supportive services for homeless housing.


	Congress did not pass the FY07 Transportation, Treasury, HUD (TTHUD) Appropriations bill before leaving for recess on September 29.  As a result, a Continuing Resolution (CR) was passed to fund housing programs until November 17.  The CR will decrease funding for some HUD programs for the duration of the CR.  Staff members of the House and Senate TTHUD Appropriations Subcommittees have announced that discussions on the FY07 TTHUD Appropriations bill will not begin until after the elections on November 7. 



	14
	Magnuson Act 
	Support proposed legislative language in the current reauthorization bill that would allow NOAA the discretionary authority to access and employ local law enforcement resources to fulfill certain duties mandated by the Magnuson Act. 

Oppose changes to imposed de facto limits on oil tanker traffic in Puget Sound that restricts the expansion of refinery terminals or docks in the sound, unless needed by consumers who live in Washington state.


	


1.  FY2008 Agenda Meetings in King County

On September 18-19, The Ferguson Group traveled to King County to meet with Councilmembers and County staff to begin work on the Fiscal Year 2008 federal agenda for the County.   TFG is preparing the first draft of the federal agenda and will send it to Chuck Williams and Maura Brueger by October 20 for their review and comment.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

TFG met with Ron Posthuma and Doug Hodson with the Department of Transportation to discuss the status of transportation projects on the FY2007 agenda, especially the Bus Radio Replacement project and the Vashon Passenger Only Ferry project.  For FY2008, new projects were discussed, including the replacement of the South Park Bridge, the improvement and widening of Novelty Hill Road, hybrid bus purchases, and a transit oriented development project. 

PUBLIC HEALTH

TFG met with Kathy Uhlorn and her staff to discuss the status of the Ryan White reauthorization bill and the reauthorization of the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP).  There was also a discussion of federal funding opportunities for immunization programs, methamphetamine treatment, electronic surveillance for communicable diseases, and childhood obesity. 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND PARKS

TFG met with Joanna Richey, Sharon Classen, Bob Hirsch, and Sandy Kilroy to discuss the status of the FY2007 project requests, including funding for the Quartermaster Harbor project and funding for the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery program.  TFG also communicated the latest information on working with Rep. Reichert’s office to seek a solution with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for the land valuation issue for the Duwamish/Green Site 1 Restoration project.

New projects for FY2008 that were discussed included a biogas project and a flood control project.

EXECUTIVE’S STAFF

 

TFG met with Kurt Triplett, Maura Brueger, Jim Lopez, and Ryan Bayne regarding the key projects at the federal level in which Executive Sims will be playing a significant role this year, including King County infrastructure improvements, health care reform, and global warming. 

 

OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF

TFG met with Scott Sotebeer to discuss possible project requests for the FY2008 agenda, including the designation of a Methamphetamine National Training and Technical Assistance Center in the State of Washington and continued funding for the regional interagency wireless communication project.  Two other projects that were discussed were the Cops and Culture Initiative and the Cops in School program.

MEETING WITH PRESIDING SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE TRICKEY

TFG met with Judge Michael Trickey and Chief Administrative Officer Paul Sherfey to discuss the recent adoption by the Council of the Juvenile Court Operational Master Plan and federal funding opportunities for court security, technology upgrades, mental health treatment for children, and treatment for families affected by methamphetamine addiction.   Judge Trickey also sought information on the status of competitive grant funding under the Violence Against Women Act, the Child Support Enforcement Program, and the Faith and Bright Futures Program.  TFG offered to arrange a schedule of meetings with Congressional staff while Judge Trickey is in Washington, D.C., on September 29 to attend the National Conference of Metropolitan Courts.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND HUMAN SERVICES

 

TFG met with Terry Mark and Linda Peterson to discuss key federal programs, about which they would like TFG to monitor all developments in the HUD Appropriations budget, including the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program, the HOME Investment Partnerships program, the McKinney Homeless Assistance program, the Shelter Plus Care program, and the Section 8 program.  They specifically requested to be informed of any changes to distributions under the Workforce Investment Act.  Also discussed were the Federal Medicaid Assistance Percentage (FMAP) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 

PUGET SOUND PARTNERSHIP

TFG participated in a meeting with Dennis Canty of Evergreen Funding Consultants to discuss strategy for increased funding for the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery program.

2.  Congressional Meetings with Mr. Chuck Williams, Governmental Relations Director, Metropolitan King County Council.  On September 12-14, TFG arranged and participated in meetings for Mr. Chuck Williams regarding the County’s federal agenda for FY2007, including the Vashon Island Passenger Only Ferry project, with the offices of Senator Murray, Senator Cantwell, Congressman Dicks, Congressman Smith, Congressman Reichert and Congressman McDermott.  

3.  Congressional Meetings with King County Presiding Superior Court Judge Michael Trickey.  On September 29, TFG arranged and participated in meetings for Judge Trickey and Chief Administrative Officer Paul Sherfey with the offices of Senator Murray and Congressman Reichert to discuss the recent adoption by the Council of the Juvenile Court Operational Master Plan and federal funding opportunities for court security, technology upgrades, mental health treatment for children, and treatment for families affected by methamphetamine addiction.  Judge Trickey was in Washington, D.C. to participate in the National Conference of Metropolitan Courts.

(For more information, contact Bill Hanka at 202-261-6003 or bhanka@tfgnet.com)
