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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2014-0156 would approve the City of Algona Water System Plan.

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, or changing service boundaries due to annexation.  The City of Algona (the City)’s water system distributes water to the City and to adjacent areas in unincorporated King County.  

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations. 


UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF ALGONA WATER SYSTEM PLAN 

The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan on January 15, 2014.  The UTRC found the Plan to meet the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area:  The service area for the City of Algona Water System Plan extends to the City’s borders, and provides for service to most customers within city limits, with the exception of areas served by intertie with the City of Auburn or from water mains owned by the City of Pacific.  The water system provides service to an area that is 1.3 square miles.  In 2013, the City’s water system provided service to a population of 3,000. The City is surrounded by adjacent water utilities including the City of Auburn on the north and east sides, the Lakehaven Utility District on the west and the City of Pacific to the south. It is unlikely the retail water service area will change in the future.

Facilities:  Water supply to the Algona water system is provided by the City of Auburn.  Sources of water located closest to Algona are City of Auburn Wells 1, 3A, 3B, and 4, which are between 1.0 and 1.5 miles east of the Algona city limits. Other City of Auburn sources of water are West Hill Springs and Cold Creek Springs.  Algona owns a 100,000-gallon reservoir located in unincorporated King County, which is not being utilized.  The water system includes about 16 miles of piping, ranging in size from 4-inch to 12-inch.

Growth:  Population is expected to grow from 3,000 in 2013 to 3,636 in 2032, based upon the City’s analysis of the development capacity of vacant lands.  The 2013 system-wide average daily demand for water was 0.35 million gallons (mgd). By 2032, average daily demand is projected to be 0.41 mgd.

System Improvements:  The Plan contains a capital improvement plan with an estimated cost of approximately $1.58 million through 2018. The City identified funding sources for the proposed improvement projects which include rates, general facilities charges and bond proceeds. The plan recommends that in accordance with their interlocal agreement with Auburn, the City will need to purchase an additional 100,000 gallons of storage from Auburn.  Additionally, the Plan recommends six water main improvements.

SEPA:  The City issued a SEPA Determination of Non-Significance for the Plan on August 5, 2013.

ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2014-0156 with attachments.
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