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The Honorable Larry Gossett






May 31, 2007
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

I am pleased to transmit to the King County Council a motion authorizing King County to accept a gift of $500,000 from the Starbucks Coffee Company to the King County Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks.
The Parks and Recreation Division has embraced extraordinary change and innovation over the past few years.  A major funding crisis in 2002 challenged the division to reinvent the parks system, and was the impetus to put into place a tremendous number of new partnerships, business practices and efficiencies.
Corporate partnerships and gifts now help us to increase recreational opportunities for the citizens of King County.  The division listens carefully to citizens and community groups to ensure that corporate partnerships reflect the aesthetic and values of parks while also helping to fill a budget gap.

As part of our Partnership for Parks initiative, Starbucks’ Neighborhood Parks Program hand picked King County’s White Center Heights Park for its annual signature park project.  This gift from the Starbucks Coffee Company will support King County parks, White Center Heights Park and a week-long volunteer event in June.  Just like the reality TV shows featuring extreme home makeovers in only a few days, the White Center community is going to come together with the Parks and Recreation Division to improve this underdeveloped 5.57 acre park located at a hub of activity for children and families.
The Parks and Recreation Division has partnered with the White Center Community Development Association and the University of Washington, Department of Landscape Architecture for design and implementation of a community vision for this park.  In February 2007, two meetings provided an opportunity for the community to provide feedback on design elements at the park.  That community feedback was incorporated into the final design.  Also included in final design was critical information regarding wetlands.  The site is surrounded by a Category Two wetland on three sides.
From June 8 – 15, 2007, more than 1,500 volunteers from the community, Starbucks Coffee Company employees, local businesses and our Parks and Recreation Division team will create a park with many amenities suggested by community members, including school children. 
One-third of all people in White Center speak a language other than English.  In fact, students in the area represent about 80 nationalities and speak 70 different languages.  White Center is experiencing a renaissance, led by working class families who are creating a unique global community that reflects their rich and diverse heritage.
This generous gift from Starbucks Coffee Company is being leveraged by the Parks and Recreation Division to create a groundswell of community support, enthusiasm and momentum to make this park a centerpiece of the community.
The success of this project on such a short timeline has largely been due to the community and cross-departmental support it has received.  In addition to the community outpouring of cooperation, many King County departments and divisions have been involved with this project over the past few months.  These include the Department of Development and Environmental Services; the Parks and Recreation Division, Water and Land Resources Division, Public Affairs Unit, and the Solid Waste Green Tools Initiative in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks; King County Council staff; Facilities Management Division staff; Budget Office staff; and Executive Office staff.  If you have any questions about this gift or would like to join us in building this wonderful park in June, please feel free to contact Kevin Brown, Division Director of the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-8631.
Thank you for your consideration of this proposed motion.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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