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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2017-0037 would provide direction to the Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) Citizens’ Oversight Committee for a Council priority on the use of CFT funds for acquisition of property rights in and around the North Lake-Hylebos watershed. Amendment S1 would add a priority for trail or open space connections in the Juanita and Inglewood-Finn Hill neighborhoods.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2017-0037 would use the Council’s authority under K.C.C. 26.12.010 to express the Council’s interest in prioritizing CFT projects in and around the North Lake-Hylebos watershed. The proposed motion notes that the North Lake-Hylebos watershed area and its surroundings in and near the city of Federal Way provide discharge to Hylebos creek and shade protection to North Lake and the East Hylebos Waterway. It notes that this area has provided a passive recreation and open space resource for residents of King County for nearly fifty years, and that the loss of open space in this area would have impacts on the North Lake-Hylebos watershed and the habitat it provides.

Amendment S1 would add another priority, for trail or open space connections in and around the Juanita and Inglewood-Finn Hill neighborhoods. These connections would be sought to provide connectivity between the network of state, county and local parks and open spaces in the area and to provide for wildlife habitat corridors and to preserve tree canopy and indigenous vegetation. 

Actual project applications in response to the stated priority or priorities would be submitted through the regular CFT review process by the local jurisdiction(s) where the property is located, either individually or in partnership with other jurisdictions. If project applications are received, the CFT Citizens’ Oversight Committee will review the applications as part of its 2017 review process. The CFT Citizens’ Oversight Committee will transmit its recommendations for funding to the Council and Executive during the summer. The Executive will propose specific funding recommendations to the Council as part of the mid-biennial budget adjustment this fall. 



BACKGROUND 

Conservation futures tax (CFT) levy funds are authorized by state law[footnoteRef:1] to acquire property rights to conserve open space lands. CFT levy funds are collected throughout King County as a dedicated portion of the property tax. Open space lands are defined in K.C.C. 26.12.003 and RCW 84.34.020 to include open space, agricultural lands, and timber lands. CFT funds are allowed to be used to protect, preserve, maintain, improve, restore, limit the future use of, or other otherwise conserve open space lands. [1:  Conservation futures are established in RCW 84.34.200 through .240.] 


K.C.C. chapter 26.12 defines the process and criteria for the allocation of CFT levy funds, done through the county’s budget process. Project applications are submitted to King County, normally by the local jurisdiction where the property is located. These project applications are reviewed by the CFT Citizens’ Oversight Committee, which makes a recommendation to the Executive on funding allocations based on the selection criteria. The Executive includes his recommendation for funding allocation in the proposed budget, which the Council reviews, amends, and adopts. Project applicants are required to have a local match to the CFT funds, and to enter into an interlocal agreement with the County to ensure continued conservation of the acquired property.

ANALYSIS

K.C.C. 26.12.010.B. allows the Council to establish evaluation priorities for the CFT citizen oversight committee to consider during their project selection and funding recommendation process. A Council motion establishing priorities would give the CFT Citizens’ Oversight Committee direction to look for and prioritize projects that meet criteria defined in the motion.  

Proposed Motion 2015-0064 would set an evaluation priority for one or more projects that includes the purchase of property rights in and around the North Lake-Hylebos watershed. The proposed motion notes that the North Lake-Hylebos watershed area and its surroundings in and near the city of Federal Way provide discharge to Hylebos creek and shade protection to North Lake and the East Hylebos Waterway. It notes that this area has provided a passive recreation and open space resource for residents of King County for nearly fifty years, and that the loss of open space in this area would have impacts on the North Lake-Hylebos watershed and the habitat it provides.

Submittal of a project application would be subject to the submittal requirements in the code.  

If the Council chooses to set a priority, the code requires a motion to be adopted by the Council no later than March 1 of each year.



AMENDMENTS

Striking Amendment S1 would set an additional evaluation priority for one or more projects for trail or open space connections in and around the Juanita and Inglewood-Finn Hill neighborhoods. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]These connections would be sought to provide connectivity between the network of state, county and local parks and open spaces in the area, including Saint Edward State Park, Big Fill Hill Park, O.O. Denny Park, Juanita Woodlands Park, Juanita Beach Park and Juanita Heights Park. The language in the striking amendment notes that additional trails and open space connections would provide habitat corridors and pedestrian and bicycling connectivity between parks and neighborhoods, would provide for the preservation of tree canopy and indigenous vegetation in urban areas, and would establish natural greenways through developed areas that would support local wildlife migration and open space linkages.  

Title Amendment T1 would conform the motion to the striking amendment.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2017-0037
2. Striking Amendment S1
3. Title Amendment T1

INVITED

· Ingrid Lundin, Project Program Manager, Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Water and Land Resources Division
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