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Staff Report
SUBJECT

A motion confirming the appointment of Stephen Barchet to the King County Veterans Citizen Oversight Board.
BACKGROUND
Council Ordinance 15279 authorized a property tax levy in 2005 to provide improved regional health and human services and housing for veterans and others in need in King County. The levy was approved in the November 2005 general election and provides $13,300,000 per year for six years. Half of those funds is dedicated to improving health, human services, and housing for veterans, and half is dedicated to improving similar services for a wide array of other persons in need.

To oversee the expenditure of the funds, Ordinance 15279 created two oversight boards, the King County Veterans Citizen Oversight Board and the King County Regional Human Services Board. The Veterans Citizen Oversight Board is charged with overseeing the half of the funds that are allocated to veterans, military personnel, and their families. The Regional Human Services Board is charge with overseeing the other half of the funds.
Each board is to consist of 12 members, with one member to be nominated by each councilmember, subject to appointment by the Executive and confirmation by the full Council. The remaining three members of the Veterans Citizen Oversight Board are to be appointed by the Executive from among the members of the King County Veterans Advisory Board, subject to Council confirmation. The remaining three members of the Regional Human Services Board are to be appointed by the Executive and must either be poor or “represent an organization that is composed of the poor, such as Welfare Rights, Retired Senior Citizens, Seattle Young People Project and others” (Ordinance 15279, section 7), subject to Council confirmation.
So far, the Council has confirmed the appointments of eight members to the Veterans Citizen Oversight Board and four members to the Regional Human Services Board.
PROPOSED MOTIONS
The proposed motion is to confirm the appointment of Dr. Stephen Barchet, who resides in Council District Nine, to the Veterans Citizen Oversight Board. The appointment of Dr. Barchet is for a two-year term expiring December 31, 2008. Dr. Barchet is a retired Rear Admiral who served in the U.S. Navy for 27 years.  He is currently the managing partner of Benefit Payment $olutions, which consults on matters of electronic financial message interchange and developed a public domain health care plan (HP4Life).  Dr. Barchet was a member of the editorial board of Managed Care Outlook, the principal investigator of the 1995 study of Medical Savings Account Programs funded by the J.W. Murdock Charitable Foundations.  His post-military work has focused extensively on improving the efficiencies of all types of health care systems.  He is a strong advocate for patient responsibility, informed consumers, and individual empowerment.
A copy of the motion, followed by additional information about Dr. Barchet, is attached to this report.
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