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March 23, 2007
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

Enclosed for the County Council’s review and approval is a supplemental ordinance for the first quarter of 2007.  The attached ordinance includes supplemental budget requests for new appropriation authority, corrections, and 2006 budget reappropriations.
In addition, I am sending recommended revisions to various provisos included in the 2007Adopted Budget Ordinance for various agencies.  These revisions are discussed below.
The following are highlights of the supplemental proposals impacting the Current Expense (CX) Fund.
Superior Court $180,000 revenue backed 

Trial Court Improvement Pilot, $180,000 
Superior Court is requesting $180,000 in additional expenditure authority for 2007 Trial Court Improvement funds.  Superior Court will use the funds to hire a TLT Attorney guardian ad litem to reduce the number of unrepresented children in dependency cases and for a pilot project implementing recommendations of the Child and Family Operational Master Plan.

Current Expense Fund Transfer $85,623  
The 2007 Adopted Budget assumed that the East Renton PAA would annex to the city of Renton in spring 2007.  Because the ballot measure failed, the supplemental reinstates $5,623 transfer to Parks.  Additionally one new project for $80,000 for the Interfaith Task Force on Homelessness is being funded in the Children and Family Set-Aside fund.
Jail Health Services $104,000, 10.70 FTEs with $104,000 revenue backed
· Ryan White HIV Case Management Grant, $14,000, 0.5 FTE
The grant award from the Ryan White HIV Case Management grant was higher than the amount approved in the 2007 Adopted Budget.  This request is for increased appropriation to match grant revenues and 0.5 FTE to provide program services and is revenue backed.

· Ryan White HIV Mental Health, $90,000, 1.0 FTE
The Ryan White HIV Mental Health grant is a new grant, awarded after the 2007 Budget was adopted, that will provide mental health counseling/therapy for HIV-infected inmates, and release planning to facilitate continuity of care after release from custody.  This request is for $90,000 and 1.0 FTE to match grant revenue and to provide program services and is revenue backed.

· Pharmacy Tech TLT Conversion to Career Service, 1.0 FTE
This request will convert one TLT pharmacy technician to a 1.0 FTE career service position.  There is no expenditure authority or revenue requested.

· Convert Agency Contract Temps to Career Service, 8.2 FTE
This request will convert the equivalent of 8.2 FTEs from agency temp contract to career service, due to the sustained increase in average daily population in the adult detention facilities.  There is no expenditure authority or revenue requested.  The contract temp budget is reduced by the amount of the FTE salaries and benefits.
Office of the Public Defender $184,841

The Office of the Public Defender is requesting $184,841 to make required contract increases to maintain parity with the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office (PAO).  The contract increases reflect the 2007 PAO Labor Agreement providing for a 1% across-the-board increase for non-senior prosecutors of $132,099 and the results of the Senior Parity Study that recommend a change for the OPD model related to senior parity of $52,742.  
Non-Current Expense Funds
Public Health $750,000

· Children’s Health Initiative Phase I $750,000
I am also requesting the release of the final $750,000 for Phase 1 of the Children’s Health Initiative (CHI) that was placed in a 2007 budget reserve by the council.  Recall that Phase 1 is a leveraged investment that connects eligible King County children to federal and state funded health care plans.  A joint County Council/Executive work group has been meeting weekly since February to do a comprehensive review of my proposed Children’s Health Initiative.  That review is going very well and has been a true collaborative partnership between the branches.  The group’s work will conclude shortly and the expected result is that a motion authorizing the CHI will be transmitted to the council within the next two weeks.  It is my hope that the council will approve the CHI motion in late April or early May.  That timing coincides well with the anticipated adoption timeline for this supplemental omnibus appropriation ordinance.  Therefore, this appropriation request should be considered a companion to that policy motion.  Should the council adopt the CHI motion, approving this funding will allow for immediate implementation of the remainder of the CHI Phase 1 program and thousands of children in King County will begin receiving desperately needed health care.

Children and Family Set-Aside – Community Services Division, $2,212,000
This request will reappropriate $2,107,000 for projects in the Children and Family Set-Aside Program and add two new projects for $105,000.  Of the reappropriations included in the ordinance, $257,000 is for projects originally included in the 2006 adopted budget, the first quarter 2006 or the second quarter 2006 supplementals approved by the council.   The remainder of $1,850,000 is for projects removed from the 2007 Executive Proposed Budget by the council and appropriated in a 2006 supplemental approved by the council on December 11, 2006 and approved by me on December 18, 2006.   Due to the late date of the passage of this ordinance, contracts with the relevant agencies could not be executed for these projects prior to January 1, 2007 when the appropriations lapsed. 

Roads $238,294 and 1.66 FTEs
Road Services for East Renton Preserve Our Plateau Potential Annexation Area (PAA), $238,244 1.66 FTEs

The 2007 Adopted Budget assumed that the East Renton Preserve Our Plateau PAA would annex the city of Renton in spring 2007.  Because the ballot measure failed, the supplemental reinstates $238,244 of appropriation authority and 1.66 FTEs to Roads Services Division to continue providing road maintenance and traffic operations in the Preserve Our Plateau area.  
Cultural Development Authority $465,353
The Cultural Development Authority (CDA) is requesting a supplemental appropriation of $465,353 to expend revenues received from the Percent for Art program.  The Percent for Art program requires that eligible capital improvement program (CIP) projects contribute one percent of their budgets to CDA for public art.  This additional amount is the result of corrections made to CIP Percent for Art contributions and will be added to the $1,187,838 already included for Percent for Art in the 2007 Adopted Budget. 

Water and Land Resources (WLR) - $100,000

· Watershed Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) 8 Department of Ecology (DOE) Puget Sound Restoration Grant, $50,000

The Washington State Department of Ecology (DOE) awarded a $50,000 grant to WLR as the WRIA 8 service provider.  The project is to identify points of overlap between regional planning efforts, such as Shoreline Master Plan Updates and National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit requirements, and recommendations in the WRIA 8 Chinook Conservation Plan and to identify opportunities for and barriers to coordination and integration.  This request is revenue backed.
· WRIA 9 DOE Puget Sound Restoration Grant, $50,000

The Washington State DOE awarded a $50,000 grant to WLR as the WRIA 9 service provider.  The funds will be used to coordinate with regional water supply and groundwater groups (i.e. cities), and includes creating a flow-protection program for WRIA 9.  This will involve integrating the goals of the Salmon Recovery Plan with overall water quantity planning performed by King County.  This request is revenue backed.

Surface Water Management (SWM) - $25,000 with $178,000  Revenue Backed
SWM Maintenance for East Renton Preserve Our Plateau PAA, $25,000

The 2007 Adopted Budget assumed that the East Renton Preserve Our Plateau PAA would annex to the city of Renton in spring 2007.  Because the ballot measure failed, the supplemental reinstates $25,000 of appropriation authority to SWM to continue providing storm water services in the Preserve Our Plateau area.
Local Hazardous Waste – $482,775
The Local Hazardous Waste Fund provides funding for a variety of interdepartmental and interjurisdicitonal programs that strive to reduce the levels of hazardous materials released into the environment.  Representatives from King County, the City of Seattle and the suburban cities are members of the Management Coordination Committee (MCC) for the fund and make budgetary decisions.  Reinstating this transfer from the Local Hazardous Waste Fund to Solid Waste will sustain current levels of local hazardous waste services at King County Solid Waste facilities consistent with the MCC's consensus recommendation.
Parks $5,623  
The 2007 Adopted Budget assumed that the East Renton PAA would annex to the city of Renton in spring 2007.  Because the ballot measure failed, the supplemental reinstates $5,623 appropriation authority to Parks to continue providing maintenance of facilities in the East Renton PAA.  This is backed by $5,623 from a CX Transfer.
Facilities Management $793,467 and 7 FTEs 
$65,623 and 5.0 FTEs is requested to provide FTE authority and partial year funding for custodial backfill staffing for vacancies and when regularly assigned custodial staff are on planned or unplanned leaves, including extended medical absences.  This pool would also be used to provide coverage in the event of vacancies.  Facilities Management has had to use temporary workers in a backfill capacity.  This budget request is needed to address the performance of ongoing bodies of work by temporary employees.
$29,919 and 2.0 FTE's is requested to provide FTE authority and partial year funding for security backfill staffing for sick leave, vacations and other absences of the regular FTE security crew, and to provide coverage for vacant positions.  Facilities Management has had to use temporary workers in a backfill capacity.  This budget request is needed to address the performance of ongoing bodies of work by temporary employees. 

$697,925 is requested to fund a 52% utility rate increase in county buildings serviced by Seattle Steam.  Notification of the rate increase was provided in November, 2006.

Office of Information Resource Management (OIRM)  - Information Technology Services (ITS) Division - $320,225
$150,000 is requested to purchase a vendor managed spam filtering service that proved to be very effective in a recent trial.  Spam filtering implementation will address the immediate needs for reducing spam and virus intrusions that reached crisis proportions recently in King County’s email systems.  Email users will experience a more secure email environment and much reduced spam traffic.  This request will be paid out of fund balance in 2007. 

$170,225 in appropriation is requested to fund a transfer from the OIRM Technology Services Operating Fund to CIP to purchase and implement SSL VPN as a standard replacement for existing remote access methods.  Remote access support [SSL VPN] has been identified as a critical element for the county to be able to provide basic services in the event of an emergency, such as pandemic flu.  By providing a standard replacement for existing remote access methods, ITS will also decrease the county’s risk related to allowing remote access and provide for administrative efficiencies.  This initiative also aligns with traffic reduction initiatives that support staff working from remote locations.

PROVISO AMENDMENTS AND/OR REMOVALS
Along with these supplemental appropriations, it is requested that some provisos from the 2007 Adopted Budget Ordinance be altered.  For each proviso, the reasoning behind the requested alteration is described in the narrative below.

Section 119 –Capital Improvement Program

Expenditure Restriction 3 and Proviso P6
This ordinance strikes some language from two provisos in section 119 of the 2007 Adopted Budget Ordinance related to the bus shelters program.  These provisos required the County Executive to transmit a report, addressing the backlog of bus shelter installations, to the County Council by February 15, 2007.  We have complied with the terms of this proviso and are now seeking to delete the relevant language so that MetroTransit can access the associated appropriation authority.  

A detailed spreadsheet that separates and organizes the amounts by supplemental and budget reappropriation components is attached for County Council review.  The spreadsheet includes other supplemental appropriations that are not highlighted in this letter but are included in the ordinance, including budget reappropriation carryover to the 2007 Adopted Budget Ordinance.  Fiscal notes and financial plans are included in the transmittal package.
If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget, at 206-296-3434.  

I certify that funds are available.

Sincerely, 
Ron Sims

King County Executive
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