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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee
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	6
	Name:
	Miranda Leskinen
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	Date:
	October 19, 2021



SUBJECT

An Ordinance updating the Best Starts for Kids Fund in the King County Code.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2021-0379 would update King County Code 4A.200.148 regarding the Best Starts for Kids (BSK) Fund so that proceeds from the 2022-2027 BSK renewal levy, and from any successive levies, can also be deposited into the BSK Fund. The BSK Fund was established by ordinance in December of 2015 to account for proceeds from the 2016-2021 BSK levy. 

BACKGROUND 

Best Starts for Kids (BSK) is a levy-funded regional initiative that is aimed at supporting the healthy development of children and youth, families, and communities across King County through strategic investments in promotion, prevention and early intervention programs and services. The 2016-2021 Best Starts for Kids levy was approved by King County voters in November of 2015. Ordinance 18088, which placed the 2016-2021 levy proposition on the ballot, directed for the levy’s proceeds to be deposited into a special revenue fund (to be created by ordinance).

In December of 2015, the Council adopted Ordinance 18203, which created and codified (as K.C.C. 4A.200.148)[footnoteRef:1] the Best Starts for Kids Fund to account for the proceeds from the 2016-2021 BSK Levy. The fund was established as a first-tier, special revenue fund, with the King County Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) director serving as the fund manager. [1:  Amended in 2017 as part of Ordinance 18616, which clarified Titles 1 through 4A of the King County Code to establish a gender-neutral code.] 


Ordinance 19267, adopted by the Council in April of 2021, placed a six-year renewal of the Best Starts for Kids levy on the ballot. King County voters approved Proposition No. 1 on August 3, 2021, authorizing the renewal of the Best Start for Kids levy, continuing for 2022 through 2027. Ordinance 19267 directs for the renewal levy’s proceeds to be deposited into a dedicated sub fund of the Best Starts for Kids Fund, or its successor.

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2021-0379 would update King County Code 4A.200.148 regarding the Best Starts for Kids Fund so that proceeds from the 2022-2027 BSK renewal levy, and from any successive levies, can also be deposited into the BSK Fund.

INVITED

· Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget (PSB)

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2021-0381
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
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