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June 1, 2005
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

The enclosed ordinance, if approved, will make two changes to the superior court fee schedule.

First, the ordinance will authorize the department of judicial administration to retain five percent of the County's portion of the domestic violence prevention account fee authorized under RCW 36.18.016.  The retained portion of the fee is intended to cover the administrative costs associated with handling the new domestic violence prevention account fee, charged to the party filing the first or initial petition for dissolution, legal separation or declaration concerning the validity of marriage, and authorized during the 2005 state legislative session.

Second, the ordinance will increase from $10 to $20 the surcharge to Superior Court filing fees for domestic relations cases filed under Title 26 RCW.  This increase is authorized under RCW 26.12.240, as amended by the 2005 state legislature.  Revenue generated by this fee shall be used solely to offset the cost of the courthouse facilitator program, which provides basic services to pro se litigants in family law cases.

Please contact Teresa Bailey, Deputy Director, Department of Judicial Administration, at 206-296-7868, if you have questions regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims
King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Scott White, Chief of Staff



 Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




 Rebecha Cusack, Lead Staff, BFM Committee
 Doug Stevenson, Lead Staff, LJHS Committee

 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget (OMB)

Debora Gay, Deputy Director, OMB

John Amos, Budget Supervisor, OMB

Jeremy Jepson, Budget Analyst, OMB

Paul Sherfey, Chief Administrative Officer, Superior Court


Linda Ridge, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, Superior Court

Steve Davis, Administrative Services Manager, Superior Court

David Reynolds, Program Analyst, Superior Court
Barb Miner, Director, Department of Judicial Administration (DJA)
Teresa Bailey, Deputy Director,DJA
