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June 28, 2005

The Honorable Larry Philips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

I am pleased to transmit to you a proposed ordinance authorizing the county to amend Ordinance 13623, King County Code 2.36.055, the Emergency Management Advisory Committee (EMAC).  The Ordinance is being modified to reflect membership name changes and the inclusion of additional organizations as requested by the current membership to include disciplines, jurisdictions, and tribes impacted by regional emergency management issues.

The original King County ordinance established the EMAC organization as the advisory body for emergency management issues.  The EMAC advises the King County Executive and the King County Council on emergency management matters, and facilitates the coordination of regional emergency planning.  The EMAC membership also serves as the basis for the Region 6 Homeland Security Council.

The EMAC represents various disciplines and the members have determined that it needs to expand its representation to include additional positions.  Additions include a representative from each of the following: Seattle-King County Department of Public Health, the Muckleshoot Tribe, the Snoqualmie Tribe, Washington State Hospital Association, and the King County Sheriff’s Office.  The EMAC membership discussed and voted to add these positions, since these proposed EMAC members will provide a significant role in emergency management and homeland security issues.

The Ordinance also corrects the American Red Cross title from the Seattle/King County to the King and Kitsap Counties Chapter of the American Red Cross, and further defines that all cities with over 100,000 citizens will have a member representative on the EMAC.

If this is not passed, critical disciplines, tribes, agencies and organizations that need emergency management and homeland security representation will not be represented.  Please feel free to contact Eric Holdeman, Division Director, Office of Emergency Management, at 206-205-4060, if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Scott White, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Rebecha Cusack, Lead Staff, BFM Committee

  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Paul Tanaka, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive Services (DES)

Eric Holdeman, Division Director, Office of Emergency Management, DES

