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SUBJECT:  An ordinance providing for King County’s participation in a regional transportation investment district and providing for submittal to the qualified electors, at a special election to be held in conjunction with the general election on November 6, 2007, of a proposition to authorize creation of the regional transportation investment district and approve a regional transportation investment plan, including sources of revenue and a financing plan.

SUMMARY:
On June 8, the Regional Transportation Investment District (RTID) Planning Committee approved the “Recommended Plan,” the RTID component of the joint RTID-Sound Transit Phase 2 (ST2) Roads & Transit proposal for the November 2007 election ballot.  Enactment of Proposed Ordinance 2007-0357 (Attachment 1) is required under state law to place the measure on the King County ballot.

The Recommended Plan is described in Moving Forward Together:  A Blueprint for Progress King, Pierce, Snohomish Counties.  This is Attachment A to Proposed Ordinance 2007-0357; copies can be provided if members need them.

Background:
In 2002, the state legislature authorized King, Pierce, and Snohomish counties to seek voter approval of a proposal to create the RTID and to build designated transportation projects with specified taxes.  The RTID Planning Committee consists of all King, Pierce, and Snohomish county councilmembers, with the State Transportation Secretary as a non-voting member.  Since 2002, the Planning Committee’s Executive Board – three King County Councilmembers and two Councilmembers each from Pierce and Snohomish counties – has been at work.  These efforts culminated in the June 8 Planning Committee approval of the Recommended Plan.
The RTID enabling legislation requires a joint RTID-ST2 ballot measure on the November 2007 ballot.   Each county must enact an ordinance to place the RTID package on the ballot.

Proposed Ordinance 2007-0357 responds to this requirement of state law.  It will place the Recommended Plan on the King County November 2007 election ballot.  In King County, the RTID district as defined by the Planning Committee is virtually identical to the Sound Transit district.  Assuming adoption of each county ordinance, eligible voters in parts of all three counties will have the opportunity to vote on a single ballot measure that includes both the RTID package and ST2.
Proposed Ordinance 2007-0357 has six sections:

Section 1, Findings, addresses aspects of the process including:

· public outreach;

· consultation with local jurisdictions and Sound Transit;

· the Recommended Plan’s way of addressing state law requirements for cost estimates, efficient spending, and a proposal for replacing the SR 520 floating bridge; and
· the issuance of appropriate notice concerning state Environmental Protection Act (SEPA) review by the County’s designated SEPA responsible official.

Section 2 expresses the County’s decision to participate in the RTID and to submit the RTID boundaries and Recommended Plan to the voters.

Section 3 contains a call for the election and the text of the measure as it will appear on the ballot.

Section 4, relating to voter approval, notes that a majority of voting voters in the RTID and a majority of voting voters in the Sound Transit District must approve the ballot measure in order for it to pass.

Section 5 provides for severability.

Section 6 ratifies and confirms the Convening Motion of the RTID Planning Committee, the County’s participation in the Planning Committee, the clerk’s certification of the proposition, and any other act consistent with the authority and before the effective date of the ordinance.
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