ATTACHMENT 3
Juvenile Justice Equity Steering Committee
King County


Meeting Minutes
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thursday, August 18, 2016
Highline Public Schools, Burien, WA

         
          Present:   Jaelonie Ayres, Dr. Heather Clark, Judge Susan Craighead, Kendrick Glover, Joey Gray, Anne Lee, Judge Wesley Saint Clair, Sorya Svy, Dr. Eric Trupin, Sheriff John Urquhart, and Hassan Wardere.
Proxy Carla Lee for Dan Satterberg and Scott Logan for Dr. Susan Enfield
	
Support staff and community members present:  Elmer Dixon, Chase Craig, Larry Evans, Marcus Stubblefield, Clif Curry, Paul Sherfey, Jason Clark, Michael Charles, Catherine Pickard, Marco Morales, Randy Body, Lamar Bradford, Krista Camenzind, Nicole McGrath, Margaret Soukup, Raqeeb Brooks, and Anne Ellington.

1. Welcome and Community Voice
Elmer began the meeting by asking community members to hold their comments until the end of the meeting. Notepads were provided for written comments to be collected as well. Elmer asked any new attendees to introduce themselves and noted that it was great to continue to have a strong youth presence at our meetings to voice their concerns. 

1. Hearing from our Youth members
Marcus started by recapping our last meeting – where youth from Federal Way were present to lend a voice – and noting that four youth were currently present from Highline Schools to voice their concerns this evening. The youth introduced themselves and Marcus indicated that they had given answers to the following questions: 
A. What is needed for me to succeed in life? Motivation (only five members of my family graduated high school); teachers who understand my specific needs/learning level and style; support – someone to mentor/guide us
B. How can systems better support youth? Ending the perception that they are looked down upon, and that their beliefs have less standing or importance; not listening to youth; systems (teachers) should be able to deal with different types of kids on different levels (don’t assume that if a youth is not in honors classes that they are negatively “tracked” in school). 
C. What support in schools and types of activities are needed to help you? School officials should get to know kids better instead of assuming/labeling them; we need teachers that we can related to/be comfortable talking to, instead of being afraid to ask for help; paid activities that provide skills and give school credit (ex. Community garden activity the youth completed over the summer); activities that help with social skills; art based activities – painting murals on blank school walls, as an example; summer programs/after-school activities
D. What is needed to help you – and other youth – avoid contact with the juvenile justice system? Programs that help kids stay busy and sharpen skills; paid jobs that have school credit; mentorships to help them stay out of trouble
E. Do you generally feel safe? No, because of national problems with law enforcement; no, because respect towards black/brown youth is low (a “smart mouth” towards an officer shouldn’t lead to action by police); not safe environments with other youth groups (need a good community: clean, safe, with opportunities to develop). 
One of the youth specifically asked the members of the Committee what it will do with these suggestions (did I come here and offer my time/opinions for a good cause?). Elmer mentioned that this Committee was created with the purpose of created change. Representatives from Highline Schools, the court, and the prosecutor’s office all said there were taking notes on these suggestions and will use them to help create action. 
Scott Logan from Highline Schools specifically said that this information will be used this upcoming school year to build better relationships between teachers and students. 

1. And
1. Recap last two meetings on filings and possible actions to have impact 
Carla recapped the prior discussions on filings and specifically, disproportionality in the system, and noted the suggestions from the prior meetings of felony diversions and data driven interventions for each youth group. She indicated that the PAO was working a felony diversion program for Class C felonies and discussed how Robbery 2s could be filed down as class Cs, making them eligible for diversions. She also mentioned that a holistic approach is needed to correct disproportionality and that her office was in the process of doing so. 
Judge Saint Clair commented that Robbery 1s should be talked about since a lot of them are committed by youth without prior offense histories.
Anne commented that a paradigm shift is needed in the way we view/classify youth behavior and activities. The current narrative of imbuing criminality upon youth is the same as for adults and this needs correcting. ‘Felony diversion’ for instance can be rebranded into ‘more serious’ or ‘less serious’ offenses. She also asked why do filing decisions have to solely rest with the prosecutor’s office.

1. Risk/Needs assessment and Juvenile Data coordination and sharing: What can we do?
Marcus discussed the importance of risk-needs assessments for youth. He referenced a handout that was emailed to the Committee beforehand that discussed the legality of information sharing between government agencies. More sharing of information about specific youth will allow different agencies to be on the same page to help the youth/their families get on the right path. 
Elmer suggested this be revisited and expanded at a future meeting. 
Marcus concluded by indicating that quarterly trainings on this are offered by the County and that the next one is in mid-September.

1. Juvenile Justice Act Presentation
Judge Craighead gave this power point presentation (electronic copy attached) on the evolution of juvenile justice in the state. The highlights include:
· In 1905, Washington created one of the first youth courts in the country
· In the early years, judges had all the power; the purpose of youth court was to diagnose problems
· It changed in 1967 when a U.S. Supreme Court decisions gave youth due process rights
· The Juvenile Justice Act was rewritten in 1975-77 because of these changes, and it ended total judicial discretion and limited government control
· This shifted power to the prosecutor and away from the court
· State law prohibits paid-for services for youth unless they are diverted or are convicted
· Difference between statutory diversions and informal diversion
· Sentencing Reform Act of 1981 governed how adults were more uniformly sentenced, and how juvenile convictions affect people as adults 

A brief discussion about what changes to the system are needed occurred. Judge Saint Clair stated that this needs to be a truly collaborative effort because of how deep the problem is – the court/PAO alone cannot correct it alone. Groups such as the King County Bar Association could help with change if they support the Committee’s recommendations.
Anne discussed how this Committee needs to publicly voice the need for diversions more serious than Class C felonies
Elmer asked Anne to draft a copy of a public recommendation on this point, which will be circulated to the group for approval at the next meeting

Dr. Trupin discussed his letter – which was circulated to the members – regarding the upcoming Youth Justice Conference occurring on October 17th. He mentioned that strategies to change existing laws will be discussed. 

1. HUB member transition and future of JJESC discussion
Elmer indicated that it would be a good idea to extend the current HUB group for three more months. He also noted that a couple of current members will need to step down after this upcoming month, and asked for members interested in joining the HUB to let him and the HUB know if you are interested.

1. Community Voices and Comments
A summary of the notes that were left: 
· An opportunity for a future – we need programs
· Re: Statutory Diversion RCW 13.40.500-540, Issue ID – we need to provide services earlier in the juvenile justice system, however, civil legal aid attorneys can educate juvenile justice staff about how/what low-income youth legally qualifies for (money/access); Re: Special education services, mental health/medical (Medicaid consumer) DDD servicer. Funding already exists for eligible youth. We need to touch everyone.
· Remember that one major objective of the Sentencing Reform Act in 1981 was to reduce racial disparity in sentencing. Know also that the goal was a failure. 
· Idea: a paragraph of who they are and something about themselves, and what they need to work on; I want to know what is the police dept. going to do to stop blacks from being a target/what is going to be done for officers to stop targeting people who wear solid colors, like blue, red and black. 
· A program that offers a roof over your head but helps you manage your money. Meaning you would start off paying rent at $50 and after the first six months it goes up another $50. After the first year, it moves to $200. As the years pass, move the rent $100 each year until the reach $500 per month so they can get a feel as if they were living with a roommate. 
· Re: Carla Lee and development of a felony diversion program (observations from a private juvenile attorney) pattern: youth commits misdemeanor/low level crime – FTA court – BW issues – Time passes – serious violent offense occurs and BW gets served = we need to be more proactive to locate youth out on BW.
· Youth comment: create a program for black/brown youth to give back to younger kids (and get paid for it), such as working for the Boys & Girls Club. This money could be used to help support the family.

1. Adjournment of Meeting
The next Committee meeting is September 15, 2016.

