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SUBJECT:  A briefing on the Annual Report of the Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee.

BACKGROUND:

The King County council has created three citizen's elections oversight committees.  The first was created in July 2003, the second was created in April 2005 and the current non-expiring committee was created in May 2006.  Over the years, the committees have written two substantial reports listing over 180 recommendations to improve King County elections. Nearly all the recommendations have been implemented by the County or addressed by changes to federal or state election laws. In addition, the Elections Oversight Committee provides annual reports to the Council on its activities and elections operations.  The Council recently approved an ordinance which added a member to represent Vietnamese-speaking voters and to modify the appointment process. King County is now required by the Department of Justice to print ballots and voter education materials in Chinese and Vietnamese for those voters with limited or no ability to speak English.
Ms. Ellen Hansen is the chair of the CEOC and she will be doing today’s briefing.
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Annual Report, Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee, January 2012
2. Transmittal Letter dated February 3, 2012

