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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7
	Name:
	Mike Reed

	Proposed No.:
	2021-0245
	Date:
	July 7, 2021



SUBJECT

A Proposed Ordinance authorizing submittal to King County voters of an amendment to the County Charter establishing the name of the County Council as the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. County Council.  

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2021-0245 would authorize a ballot measure for the November 2, 2021 ballot to amend the County Charter to establish the name of the County Council as the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. County Council.  

BACKGROUND 

King County Origins and Naming.  King County was originally named by the Oregon Territorial Legislature in 1852 after William Rufus DeVane King, U.S. vice president.  In 1853, Washington Territory separated from Oregon Territory, and when Washington was granted statehood in 1889, the counties then extant were retained in their status as counties: 

Article 11, Section 1, Constitution of the State of Washington
	“The several counties of the territory of Washington existing at the time of the adoption of this constitution are hereby recognized as legal subdivisions of this state.”

In 2005, the State Legislature approved a measure renaming King County in honor of the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King Jr.  This action had the effect of changing the county’s namesake, though the actual name of the county remained “King County.”  Counties, as creatures of state government, are created and defined by the state; in communications with the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, a change to the name of King County would require action at the state level. 

In 2006, the Council approved Ordinance 8227, which changed the county’s logo from the image of a crown, traditionally worn by royalty as a sign of authority, to the image of Dr. King.  


The County Charter describes the role and function of county government, including the County Council.  The Council is referred to in the Charter as “County Council” and “Metropolitan County Council” and “King County Council.”

Dr. King.   The Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. was born in 1929.  Dr. King was an internationally recognized advocate for non-violent resistance to oppression and discrimination directed at African Americans.  He was one of the most prominent leaders of the civil rights movement of the 1960s.  Dr. King came to national prominence in 1955 during his leadership of the Montgomery Bus Boycott, challenging disparate treatment of African Americans on public transportation.  He was a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964.  He was among the leaders of the March on Washington in 1963; his “I Have A Dream” speech, delivered at that march, is one of the most recognized and iconic speeches in the nation’s history.

Dr. King was assassinated in 1968 in Memphis, Tennessee.

Cities and states have honored Dr. King with a holiday in his honor beginning in 1971.  In 1986, President Ronald Reagan signed legislation establishing January 18 as a federal holiday honoring Dr. King’s birthday.  

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2021-0245 would authorize a ballot measure for the November 2, 2021 ballot to establish The Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. County Council as the designated name of the County Council.  For consistency, the term “Metropolitan” would be stricken from the County Council name in the Charter.  The charter amendment would provide that all references to “County Council” or “King County Council” are intended to refer to the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. County Council, which is established as the designated name of the legislative branch of county government. 

Timing.  As a proposed charter amendment for the November ballot, the authorizing ordinance would need to be delivered to the Elections Division by August 3, 2021.  This allows time for consideration and recommendation by the Committee of the Whole at the July 7, 2021 meeting; expedited consideration and possible approval at the July 13, 2021 meeting of the Council; and a final opportunity for Council approval at the July 20, 2021 meeting of the Council.  

ATTACHMENTS
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