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March 1, 2019


The Honorable Rod Dembowski
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Dembowski: 

As required in the adopted 2019-2020 King County Biennial Budget, Ordinance 18835, Section 101, Proviso P2, this letter transmits the Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Preservation and Acquisition Plan requested by the Metropolitan King County Council, accompanied by a motion to approve the plan. 

The proposed spending plan describes investments in housing projects in High Opportunity Communities, defined as those where households have access to good schools, transportation and economic opportunity. The plan also identifies proposed investments in housing preservation to prevent displacement due to increased rents, and the geographic distribution of those projects. Per the proviso, the plan also describes the process by which the King County Housing Authority (KCHA) and King County will identify and review potential projects for preservation and acquisition. 

New to our process was the creation and collaboration of the Interbranch Task Force (IBTF), providing an opportunity to facilitate communication and ensure priorities around housing and homelessness are aligned across the Executive and Legislative branches. The findings and recommendations in the TOD Preservation and Acquisition Plan were reviewed and approved by the IBTF. 

Staff from the Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) worked closely with KCHA to identify housing opportunities at risk of increased rents or redevelopment, or properties located in High Opportunity Communities. KCHA identified three acquisitions that meet its affordable housing mission and the stipulations and requirements in Proviso 2. 

1. Riverstone Apartments (308 units)
Located in Federal Way, Riverstone Apartments is across the street from the Star Lake Park & Ride, which is scheduled to be converted to a Light Rail Station in 2024. The complex includes studio, one, two and three-bedroom units. With its proximity to a future light rail station, the cost of the site and private market rents are certain to increase. KCHA proposes to purchase the property for $70 million and intends to use the County’s credit enhancement program for this property.

2. Kirkland Heights (180 units)
Located in Kirkland, this complex has strong Metro bus service and is in a High Opportunity Community, making its purchase highly advantageous. This is family housing, with one, two, three and four-bedroom units, 106 of which are supported by federal rental subsidies. KCHA proposes to purchase the property for $22 million.  

3. Juanita View (94 units)
Located at 11800 101st Place NE in Kirkland, this is another High Opportunity Community with strong Metro bus service. Offering family housing, the complex has one, two and three-bedroom units, including 51 units supported by federal rental subsidies. KCHA proposes to purchase for $11.5 million. 

With IBTF support, DCHS recommends assisting KCHA with the purchase of these properties and the preservation of 582 units of affordable housing. 

The TOD Preservation and Acquisition Plan aligns with both the King County Strategic Plan and the County’s Equity and Social Justice Initiative core values of preventing homelessness and increasing housing stability for vulnerable individuals and families. It is estimated that this report required 15 staff hours to produce, costing approximately $945, with additional staff time dedicated to supporting the IBTF process. 

King County has the opportunity to make thoughtful and timely investments to preserve critical affordable housing for individuals and families. I look forward to continuing to partner with the Council in 2019 to improve housing stability countywide.  

If you have any questions, please contact Leo Flor, Director, Department of Community and Human Services, at 206-477-4384.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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