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Statewide Transportation Funding Package

· Statewide almost $8.5 billion of revenue and spending is slated for the next 16 years.  Over $5.5 billion comes from a gas tax increase of 9.5 cents.  Other sources include bond proceeds, vehicle weight fees, licensing, and interest income.

· These funds will be used for major projects (described below) as well as a local government distribution of one cent, totaling $602 million statewide, local and state freight mobility projects, environmental actions, local government grant programs and other transportation needs.

King County Revenues and Projects

· More than $4 billion of the state package, known as the 2005 Transportation Partnership, is identified for projects within King County over the next 16 years.
· Of that $4 billion, $312 million has been appropriated for the ’05-’07 biennium, making a significant “down payment” toward meeting transportation needs in this county.  Among the projects that will receive funding include the Alaskan Way Viaduct, SR 520, I-405, I-90 two-way transit/HOV, and the Triangle project in Federal Way.
· A total of $2 billion is identified for the Alaskan Way Viaduct.  This is about half of the needed funding.  The balance will need to come from multiple sources, but a large part will likely need to come from a regional funding package.  Similar shortfalls in funding for other major projects will require added funding from various sources.
· The I-90 two-way transit/HOV project will receive a total of $30 million, $2 million in the ’05-’07 biennium.  With other funding, this is enough to complete the project.
· The High Occupancy Toll (HOT) lane project on SR 167 was approved as a pilot project.  A total of $1.82 million was allocated in the ’05-’07 biennium and another $10.78 million was identified for the following biennium.  In addition, funding is provided to extend the high occupancy vehicle lanes to the King County/Pierce County line.  
2005-07 Public Transportation Appropriations:

· Grants totaling $19,500,000 are provided to transit agencies statewide to transport persons with special transportation needs (King County may receive up to 30%).

· Funding of $320,000 is dedicated to electric buses replacement of diesel buses serving Capitol Hill in Seattle through June 30, 2007.

· Training funds totaling $130,000 for blind individuals traveling through Rainier Valley and the greater Seattle area are provided.  The training is to include destination training and retraining due to the closure of the downtown bus tunnel and training on how to use the Sound Transit light rail system.

· Five million dollars are provided for a vanpool grant program.  The grant program for public transit agencies will cover capital costs only (King County is eligible).

· Twenty million dollars are provided for the grant program established is ESHB 2124; the state Department of Transportation will issue a call for projects and/or service proposals (King County is eligible).

· An additional $1,000,000 over two years is provided for commute trip reduction (CTR) tax credits for businesses, a total of $2,750,000 each year statewide.
  

· King County will receive about $184,000 in CTR support over the next two years.  Metro will receive an additional $1.4 million for CTR services provided to cities in King County over the next two years.

· Five million dollars are provided for safe routes to school and transit projects statewide.  King County is eligible.

· Two million dollars are provided for King County as a state match to obtain federal funding for a car-sharing program for persons meeting certain income or employment criteria.

Bills Passed 2005 Legislature 
King County DOT

Budget and Policy Impacts

HB 2124
Increases state participation in public transportation service and planning.   Bill creates state role of facilitating state transportation system with individual transit agencies’ planning, but stops short of telling WSDOT how they should organize themselves and do business.

HB 1179
Authorizes pilot program for HOT Lanes.  Authorizes construction and operation of toll lanes on SR167 allowing use by single occupancy vehicles with certain restrictions on use and collection of personal information.

HB 1397
Changes vehicle emission standards.  Adopts California emissions standards for vehicles manufactured after 2008.  Makes funds available for retrofit of school buses and other public vehicles.

HB 1598
Adjusts population thresholds for membership on county roads admin boards. Increases representation of larger counties on road administration boards.  Allows for more proportional distribution of tax revenues distributed to counties where generated.

SB5121
WSDOT will conduct a statewide airport capacity and facilities study, along with a market analysis, focussed primarily on commercial aviation.  Governor appointed planning council will make recommendations based on findings of studies.  Earlier amended House version of this bill (HB1390) included study of light rail and other surface transportation to airports, along with high capacity transportation expert on review council.  Stricken from final version.

SB 6003
Increases Commute Trip Reduction employer tax credit by $500,000 per year and adjusts distribution of credit.  The change in how the tax credit will be distributed among qualifying employers and the increase in program funding will have a benefit to Transit because it provides added financial incentives to employers who purchase transportation products such as FlexPass from Metro.

SB 6012
Allows business improvement areas to fund transportation operations and demand management, and will help Transit Division continue to develop partnerships with the Downtown Seattle Association and developers in South Lake Union.  
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